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While we are mourning the las of our friend, 
others are rejoicing to meet hitn behind the veil 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL. 
May peace and blessings be upon the bestof creation, our Master Muham- 
mad, and upon His Family and Companions, the best generation. 
“The best way to summarize Bushra al-Ka'th was given by the saintly 
Hadith Master, Jalal al-Din al-Suyati, introduction when he said: 
Thave entitled this book Bushra al-Ka'tb bi Liga al-Habib or 
Glad-Tidings for the Bereaved through Reunion with their Deceased, 
and summarized it from my larger work {i.e. Sharh al-sudur] which 
authored on the states and stages of the intermediary realm 
(al-barzakh), aso knows a life in the grave. I highlighted the positive 
aspects and glad-tidings that a believer receives at his death, as well 
as the divine honour and angelic warm-welcome he receives in 
his grave—andall enabling-grace (taufig) comes from Allah alone. 


In this remarkable work, believers are taken ona journey through some 





of the glad-tidings and comforting reassurances given to surviving family 


members—and indeed, all Muslims, both young and old alike—of the 
honour and divine care arranged by Allah for a Muslim when they move on 
fe into the next. Imam al-Suyiti lost a child during his lifetime 
wei] wrote a separate book on the topic, but the present volume, Bushra 
ai-Ka‘ih stands out in that it applies equally to the loss of a Muslim spouse, 
friend, parent, or child, and is not specific to only one type of relationship. 

Adding to the accessibility of al-Suyaiti’s work, chrec chapter headings 
were added—Death, the Grave, and Resting Places—to compartmentalize 
the daunting stages we will experience after death. We have included, as 
always, vocalized Arabic for students of knowledge to read, compare and 
appreciate the beauty of the Arabic language, while building their imdn and 





| practical knowledge on the events that await us after death. have includ- 





ed references to satisfy the academic-minded and an appendix of helpful 
quotes and wise sayings at the end of this work to assist the bereaved with 





~ 


the grieving and recovery process. As the Propher gl said: 


Wisdom (hikmah) isthe lot property ofthe believer so eh 
it, he has the mast right to [benefit fom i (Samen al Trvathe oe 
Inclosing ask Allah ‘aby His Name, Alla, and by th rank of 
Beloved Prophet accept this work and make it means of heaboge 
heer of anyone in the Ummah who haslosta loved one, nd voyeur te 
reunite them with their loved ones in the Barzakh, and in che fee” 
Garden of Bliss, Jannat al-Firdous. Amin! 





Rashad Jameer 
Ramadan 1438 AH/June 2017 CE 
Toronto, Canada 


BIOGRAPHY OF IMAM AL-SUYUTI 


in al-Misri itt al-Shafi'i al-Ash'ari 
aidati lal al-Din al-Misri al-Suyiti al-Shafii al-Ash'a 
1 Renae diam and rence ofthe teth Hlamic century jar 
80 alte maser, Sufi and historian, he authored works in virtually every 

ing Sufi 
Islamic sience. 
is Background ; 

hes oe ‘Turkish mother and non-Arab father and raised as an orphan in 
Cairo, he memorized the Qur an at eight, then several complere works of 
Sared faw, fundamentals of jurisprudence, and Arabic grammar: after 
‘which he devoted himself to studying the Sacred Sciences under about a 
bundred and fifty shaykhs. 


A Selection from his Numerous Teachers 
Shaykh al-Islam Siraj al-Din Bul the hadith master with whom he 
studied Shafi'i jurisprudence until his death. 

Shaykh al-Islam Sharaf al-Din al-Munawi: the hadith scholar, with 
whom he read Quranic exegesis and who commented upon [mam Suyiiti's 
al-Jami' al-Saghir in a book entitled Fayd al-Qadir; 

Jelalal-Din al-Maballi: the specialist in the principles of the law, together 
with whom he compiled the most widespread condensed commentary of 
Qur'an in our time, Tafsir al-Jalalayn; 

Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi: the hadith scholar famous for al-Qaw! al-Badi’. 

He also studied with the Hanafi shaykhs Taqi al-Din al-Shamni, Shihab 
al-Dinal-Sharmisahi, Muhyi al-Din al-Kafayji, and che hadith master Sayf 
al-Din Qasim ibn Qatlubagha. 

He travelled in the pursuit of knowledge to Damascus, the Hijaz, Yern- 
én, India, Morocco, the lands south of Morocco, as well as to centres of 
learning in Egypt such as Mahala, Dumyat, and Fayyum, He was some 
time head teacher of hadith at che Shaykbuniyya school in Cairo at the 








mm 


recommendation of !mam Kamal al-Din ibn al-Humam al-Hanaf, 


the Baybarnyya, out of which he was divested through the complain) 


Assgruncled shaykhs which he had replaced as teachers. He then sexes 
into wcholatly seclusion, never to go back ta teaching. 


His Abendonment of the World 

Tn yas in Tarikh Mfisr states that when al-Suydsi reached forty years of 
age, he abandoned the company of men for the tolitude of the Garden 
of al-Miqyas by the side of the Nile, avoiding his former colleague 3, 
though he had never known them, and it was here that he authored mon 
of hus ncarly six hundred booksand treatises. Wealthy Muslitns and princes 
would vist hum with offers of money and gifts, but he pu hem off 
and when the sultan requested his presence a number of times, be refused 





A giant among contemporaries, he remained alone, producing a sus- 
tained output of scholarly writings until his death at the age of sixty-two 
He was buried in Hawsh Quwsun in Cairo, In the introductio: 
enutled al-Riyad al-Amga on the names of the Prophet -- Allah 
greet him -- he said: “It is my hope that Allah accept this book and that 
through this book | shall gain the Prophet's —- Allah bless and greet him 
= intercession. Perhaps it shall be that Allah make it the seal of all my 
works, and grant me what | have asked Him with longing regarding the 
Honorable One.” 






A Beautiful Example of Hard Work 

Al-Suytei’s student and a biographer in his own right, Shams al-Din 
al-Dawudi al-Maliki - che auchor of Tabagatal-Mufassirin al-Kubra ~ said 
about him: 


aw the Shaykh with my own eyes writing and Ginishing three 
works in one day which he himself authored and prooftead. At 
the same cime he was dictating hadith and replying beautifully 
to whatever was brought to his attention. 











Tasawwuf 
His chato of transmision in tasawwuf goes back to Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
al-Gilani, and al-Suydct belonged co the Shadhilh tariqa, which he lauded 
In his brief defense of tasawuuf entitled Tashyidal-Hagiqa al-' Aliya (which 
hau been translated into Fi th as The Sublime Truths of the Shadhili Path). 
In the latter book he st 














1 have looked at the matters which the Imams of Shari a have crit- 
icized regarding Sus, and I did not see a single true Sufi holding 
tuch positions. Rather, they are held by the people of innovation 
and the extremusts who have claimed for themselves the title of 
Sufi while in reabty they are not. 

id he also produces narrative chains of transmission proving 
me een ‘hd in fact narrate directly from ‘Als ibn Abi Talib 
illh be well-pleased wach nm, This goes against commonly received 
opinion among the scholars of hadith, although it was also the opinion 
of Imam Abmad ibn Hanbal. 


His Ashari-ism 

Al-Suyd was Asb’ari in his doctrine as shown in many of his works. In 

‘Masala Hunafa’ fi Walidayy al- Mustafa ("Methods Of Those With Pure Belief 

‘Concerning the Parents of The Prophet =~ Allah bless and greet him -—~") he says: 
The Prophet's -- Allah bless and greet him -- parents died before 
he was tent as Prophet and there is no punishment for them, since 
Allah said: [We never punish unsil We send a messenger (whom they 
teject}| ). Our Ash’ari imams among those in theology, 
juridical principles, and jurisprudence agree on the statement that 
one who dies while the Divine summons (da wa) has not reached 
him, dies saved. This has been defined by Imam al-Shafi 1. Some 
of the jurists explain that the reason is, such a person follows 
Primordial Disposition (Gitra) and has not stubbornly refused nor 
rejected any Messenger. 





Seeing the Noble Prophet fs in his Dreams and whilst Awake 

{mam al-Sha rani, Imam Yusuf al-Nabahani, Imam Anwar Shah al-Kash- 
miri, and Imam al-Suyst himself (Allah have mercy upon them) have 
independently reported chat Imam al-Suyti¢t had seen the Noble Prophet 
th over seventy times. 

Imam Anwar Shab Kashmiri in his book entitled Fayd al Bukhari shark 
Sahih al-Bukhari has quoted Imam Suydti himself saying that be saw the 
Noble Prophet gf more than seventy times, both in a wakeful state and 
in a dream state. He also reports that Imam Suyditi directly asked the 
Messenger of Allah gla about specific ahadith, and the Prophet ft informed 
him of their meanings. Imam Yusuf al-Nabakani has also mentioned this. 





watt 


Imam ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattini al-Hasani’s Fihras al- 
(2/969) records an incident, under entry 13, 
al-Qastalani and Imam al-Suydd: 


Fahars wl Athy 
om the chapter about Iman, 


There was a rumour going around in Cairo 

stalani, the author of Mauahib al- Coie ne ate 
Imam al-Suyiiti and did not reference his work. Imam at Sent 
aired this concern to Shaykh al-Ihim Zakariyyzal-Amsiy oa 
in turn told him co write about his claim, Imam al-Suyee! te 
wrote a book about this claim called al-Farig bayn al-muscn 
al-srg (The Difference berween the Author andthe Plagrnt 
So Imam al-Qastalam went to the residence of Hafiz asiyie 
and as was his custom, he entered the gates and sought permis. 
sion to enter the house saying: “I am al-Qastalani; I came to 
you barefooted with my head uncovered to clear my name with 
you.” Al-Suyiiti replied: “I already recognize that you are not at 
all to blame” but he did not open the door and did not receive 
hhim. ‘That was because at that time, the Prophet gt was sitting 
with Imam al-Suyiiti and al-Suydtf was writing the Propher's 
hadith. That was the reason that al-Suyati did not open the door 
for Imam al-Qastalani.. He was experiencing a spiritual meeting 
and a special visit and he did not want this blessed meeting to end 
nor for the Prophet's instructions to cease. 





This demonstrates to the Ummah at large that people have received, and 
will always be able to receive, knowledge direccly from the Messenger of 
Allah gh until the Day of Judgment. The guardianship, love, and spiritual 
connection (hirasa) of the Prophet gb hat never been severed from his 
Ummah, by the mercy of Almighty Allah, 


A Selection of his Works 

3. Al-ligan fi’ Ulan al-Quer an <1996> (“Precision and Mastery in the Sciences 
of the Qur'an”) 

2. Asbab Wurad al-Hadith <1988> (“Causes and Circumstances of Hadith”) 

3. -Asrar Tartib al-Qur an <1g76> (“The Secret in the Ordering of the Qur'an”) 

4. ‘Ayn al-Isaba fi Istidrake'A’isha ‘ala al-Sahaba <1g88> (“Exacttude Itself 
in'A’isha’s Rectification of the Companions”) 

5. Nashr al-alamayn al-musnifayn fi ihya’ al-abawayn al-shorifayn <1936> 
("The proclamation othe ewo outstanding worlds mankind and jinn] concern 
ing the resuscitation of the Prophet's -— Allah bless and greet him — parents”) 


wav 





” rh asma’ khayr al-khaliga sallailahw ‘ i wa salam 
ate seat Eyikcheee ofl pee es fe 
boeehet ‘Muhammad, blessings and peace be upon him”) 

‘Tabyid al-sahifa bi managib al-imuam abi haifa <1992> ("The whitening of 

the page or the virtues of Imam Abu Hanifa") 

Tadribal-rowifi shark agribal-nawawi <iggg> (“Te taining ofthe hadith 

romoner: an exegesis of Nawaw'’s “The faiizaion”™) 
-hagiga al-‘aliyya we tashyid al-tariga al-shadhiliyya <1g3¢> (“ 

ig ads vat ike bantag of the Shadhili sufi path”) 

‘alte'cim wa ol-minna fara dbaway rasuallah fal-janna <1916> (“That 

‘he Prophet's ~ Allah Bless and greet him — parents are in Paradise”) 






10. 


rhis bi hy was compiled using the following sources: Ibn Fahd's 

Pi eT afer P. ee al-Suyati’s Tarikh al-Khulafa , introduc- 

Nah Keller's Reliance of the Traveller p. 1100; Gibril Fouad 

Haddad’s al-Suyifs, www. sunnah.org; Anwar Shah Kashmiri’s Fayd 

«l-Bukhari Shark Sahil al-Bukheri; “Abd al-Hayy al-Kircant’s Fihras al-Fa- 
aris wa'l-Arhbat vol.2, entry 346. 


tion p- 5-103 
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A translation of 
GLAD-TIDINGS FOR THE BEREAVED 
through 
REUNION WITH THE DECEASED 
(Bushra al-Ka’ib bi Liga al-Habib) 


by 
JALAL AL-DIN AL-SUYUTI 








INTRODUCTION 


mam al-SuyS¢f (Allah have mercy upon him) says: All praise belongs to 
[Alich alone and it is a sufficient praise, and may peace be upon His cho- 
xen servants. I have entitled this book Bushra al-Ka'ib bi Liga al-Habib or 
Glad-Tidings for the Bereaved through Reunion with their Beloved, and 
summarized it from my larger work {i.e. Sharh al-sudur| which [authored 
‘on the states and stages of the intermediary realm (al-barzakh), also known 
as fein the grave. Y highlighted the positive aspects and glad-tidings that 
a believer receives at his death, as well as the divine honour and angelic 
warm-welcome he receives in his grave—and all enabling-grace (caufiq) 
only comes from Allah alone. 


CHAPTER ONE: 
DEATH 
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hy, $2 dy las 


THE MERIT OF DEATH AND ITS 
BEING BETTER THAN LIFE 


be peed 


Eig opi eae 


1. ‘Abdullah b. "Umar & said: 
“The Messenger of Allah git said: ‘The precious gift of the belicver is death.” 





opel 5 Sit i clog ele ‘an Jes a dys 5 
a. Husayn b. “Ali 6 relates that: 


“The Messenger of Allah ght said: ‘Death is fas pleasant as] a fragrant smell 
for the believer.”"* 


EDGY 8 oy Au 33 


shhh tek Sl sehey ale tn Lo at 355 8 


1. AlTabartd recorded it a al-Kabar, and al-Haytham said is narrators are «rust worthy 
(@/330}. bn Mubsrak nat 
a AbSuyidi recorded icin fam’ al 
refers toa basi sprig. “ 








CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


3 Aishs & said: 


2 ge Messenger of Allah sid: “Deaths the war-spoil of the belicve.””" 


sad att 





és 548 ily Sh pat Ba Barrpate 


5 Mahon b. Labid related that the Prophet said: 


4 pe son of Adam dislikes death eventhough death is better (or im than 


tribulation (firraf)."* 
‘pelill of 9 hb of dl ue 525 
nia Sy ate D4? Hive vite tay Be wit zs 
fda 58 1b ELS nll Ge all 200 png ole tt > led 
25g Sat G56 
5. ‘Abdullah b. “Ams b. al-'As Be said: 
“Phe Prophet gf said: “The world isc prison for the believer and his stumber. 
So when he leaves the world, he leaves the prison and [awakens from] the slumber.’"* 
1 9 Ad of dl ce B25 
oe eee aly pot + he pew itt Bee uth 
SS SS A O3F Coe nN JE aL ec Ge II Ce Gall 
4 “ Se Sy) pS feed t ave 
ed 8S ON GE hs ESE Gas 
6, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Arar & said: 


“The world is a Paradise for a disbeliever and a prison for the believer. The 
example of when the soul of a believer leaves his body is like the example 





3. Tmalong hadith in jam al-jausima (1/449) he said al Bayhacl narrated itin Shu abal-imza, 
and al-Daylami deemed it weak in Musnad al-firdous — on the authority of A’ssha th. 

4 Tae Arabic word fitnah has many meanings in the Quran and Sunnah, among them 
ae tin, temptation, shirk (associating partners with Allah), and punishment. Al-Suyct 
said in Sha ir: Ahmad b. Hanbal recorded in his Masnad, and Said b. Mangit in 
his Sunan uthentc chain, 

5. Al-Hakim's Mustadrak (4/315) in Kitab al-rigg, Ahmad recorded it and his narrators 
‘are authenuic other than ‘Abdullah b. Junida who is reliable (thigah). Al-Manawi’s Rryd 
tga (3/546). 
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REAVED 


of a man who was in prison and was released {rom ie, 


and he b 
freely roam about the earth, strolling all around.”* Peer 


7. ‘Abdullah b. “Ame gh tuid: 


"The world ia prison for the believer. So when he des his prison cl 
opened for him, and he goes around ashe wishes.” Pn cell 





WU syns ot og, 





8, Ibn Mas'dd g said: 
“Death is a precious gift for every Muslim.” 


16 5 325 
sphed is Souls Shh cahoy ale tn fos an dts 36 

9. ‘Anas fy said: 
“The Messenger of Alla lb sald ‘Dest san explain fs fr every Min. "* 


ee ay 





the behever? Look at you [in your splendor] and look at 

replied, "Compared to what race in the next world, 
compared to what the believer will experience in the next Wo! 

Jew was overwhelmed by that answer aud accepted Islam on the 











the wuffering of death will explate many of a Muslim's sine, Al-Suyoti 
in his al~Saphie (246) and he declared ic to be authentic. He said: ‘Abu Nu'aym recorded 


6 





CHAPTER ONE; DEATH 





abt’ b. Khuthaym said: 
vrchere i notbingabeent from the beiever (mu min) that he is waiting for 


Fie is berter for hima than death.” 


10 yA oh Le Be 





aly SB aN AAS yp SAU OM oll Se Pa yt 
in. Malik b. Magh0l & said: 
hhas reached me that the firse true happiness that will enter the heart of 


the believer is (at the time of ) death, when he sees the honour and rewards 
he will receive from Allah Most High.”" 





205 ahi ofl 585 


wad 58 Se; ohh 55 





12. Ibn Mas'td J said: 
“The believer has no crue relaxation except when meeting Allah” 


vi 3 





dU Le Jus i G55 





Pil BAB L551, 58 pus digs Shy Wonk pe 


Bedi reehdin 

ryt dus wa Sy 
i mal Hye and i-Bayhagl in Sha'eb, on the authority of Anas 2° Al-Muniw said 
“tbo al Acabi said che hadith is authem Gz al-Iragh said im his al-Amali: It wat 








tanmurted viaa route that reaches the level of soundness, and al-San Sal claumed, like Ibn 
abjeweland thn Tahir and other, chat wis forged." Ibn Hajar said x 1 not possible for thas 
th the presence of these other routes of transraission. See ab-LalkYs 
in Kiuab al-mawt wa al-qubur. 
Wak1 , on the authority of Sufyin (2/114), and 
l-Mubizak in al-Zahnd (2/92). 
‘Abr Dunya recorded it." 
mad recorded it in al-Zwhad, and ibn Abi 






1a, Al-SuyOdl said in Sharh al- sudi 
Dunya." 
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crea ee ee 
Baw aye: BEY ky. 
13. Abu al-Darda’ gh said: 

“There is no believer except that death is good for him, and there 
; a 


disbelicver except that death is bad for him. And who 
; 4 
me, then they should know Allah Most Highsays OS 
(What is with Allah is better for the pious.) i 
pious.) And He said; (And let 
who disbelieve ever think that because We extend their time lef exoynent} ne & 
for them.) {Ale Imran 3:178) ; 



















1B ake of sey 


558 SFG Y 05 yu 





14. Ibn Mas Gd g& said: 

“There is neither a good person nor an evil person save that death is bet- 
ter for him than life, If one was pious, then Allah said: (And that whichts 
with Allah is best forthe righteous.) (Al-'Imrn 3: 196). And if he was corrupe, 
then Allah said: (And let not those who disbelieve ever think that [because] We 
extend their time [of enjoyment] it is better for them. We only extend it for thems 50 
that they may increase in sin, whereby they will suffer a humiliating punishment.) 








as 


ties dip 





j Sith css gan phos ale On J ad 25 08 


15. Abu Malik al-Ash’ari said: 
“The Messenger of Allah 3 sai 
knows that J arm Your Messenger. 


‘O Allah, make death beloved to the one who 











15. Al-Suyat said: ‘Sad b. MansOr recorded it in his Sunan, and tbn Jari in 
14. Al-Suyie said in Sharh al fusannaf(r3! 
al-Razziq in his Tafsir, al-H -Jandiz” 

15. Ab-SuyQel said: ‘Al. Tabard 











ded 


CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


Al As 


i ples ois a fo gS 
Sl gy Sy Sal 





v6, Auas relates: 
lar tbe Prophet of said to in: “If you wish to preserve my final advice and 
singh (oni) Hen do ot ak anything mre bed ou the deh "* 





ep tsl ete gh; gl & J 
17. AbO al-Darda’ g& said: 

“No brother has given mea gift more beloved to me chan the greeting of 
peace (asia lsum), nor kas any news reached me more beloved to 
re than bis [good] death.” 





18, 'Ubadah b. al-Samit & said: 
| sincerely wish for my loved one that his [good] death is hastened.”* 





PRE ES 





te ead Pat Se 
HG sual 5. £4 hy Gs 
19. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al- Aziz al-Taymi g& said: 

"Someone asked my father ‘Abd al-'Ali al-Taymt: ‘What is your hear’ 
desire for yourself and those whom you love in your family?’ He replied: 
“[A.good] death.’" 


16, AlsSuydtt ssid: ‘Al-lebahtas recorded 1 in al-Terghb” 

17, mam Akmad’s al-Zuhua (140), and al-Suyati said in Sharh al-sedar (15) that Yoo Abi 
Dunya recorded i 
14, Thm Abi Shaybab’s al-Musanaaf (13/383) 
{9, AlsSuylti mentions the Ibu Abi Dunya recorded itin one of his books, 
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20.Tbn Ubaydullsh dh asked Makhal & : 
“Do you love Paradise?” He reroreed: “Who doesn't love Parade?” 

rephed: “Then love death because you will never see Paradise until you 
experience death.”™ 





135 2M of oe tg 





Pt Nt Jest cs Syl 


a1, Hibbin b. al-Aswad g& said: 
“Death is good; it reunites the beloved with his beloved.” 


ors loo fp BE Sh oy pith 





a2. Masrig & said: 
“There is nothing better for a believer than the grave, because whoever 
is buried has been given rest from the worries of the world, and has been 


granted safety from the punishment of Allah.” 
D6 path 


ct Vb oe SEY 


-Hilya under the entry about Tho ‘Ubaydullah. 
siya under che entry about Hibbin b. al-Asad, 
l-Museresaf. 
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CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


& said: 
en (da) of aman wil never be safe nor wecureencept by enter 
ing his 37" 


1d the 345 
phish jo Spl a des pall 
‘i ‘Astyah wh said: 


2 aoa blestedcype of body i the one which occupies the grave. He 
ree enfeguatded frome punishment of Alla [hich he ears from 


vin the world].”™* 
20 Sikh 585 
Semel Se15 - pall Jat 


a5. Sufyin B said: 


| “They [ie- the early Muslims} used to say that death is a relief for the 


worshipful.”* 


J 385 
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26. Rabi‘ah b. Zuhayr @f said: 

“Sufyan al-Thawri was asked: “Why do you wish for death whereas the 
Propher gf prohibited wishing for it?’ He replied: ‘If my Lord asks me 


Iwill reply, °O Lord, because of my crust in You and my fear of the peo- 
ple. It seems that were I to disagree with onc of them over a pomegranate 








U5 § tg HE SI 


2, Ibn Abi Shaybab's al-Musarmaf(13/537),and Abu Nu aym recorded it in ol-Hilye under 
the entry about Taw 
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saying that it was sweet while he said thar it was bitter, | fear that he woulg 
take my life." 





oad 
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Al-Khartabi said that one of his companions recited for him the verses 
of [the poet] Mansfir b. [small who recited: 
“When people praise life, praise death, for it has one thousand hidden virtues 
Among thems is security from meeting Him by meeting ‘with Him, and separation 
from the unjust.” 
Al-Khartabi recited: 
Some ment weep for life bas I have shed numerous tears longing for death, 
pray that {die before the vicissitudes of time change me [to a worse state, end 
because of it, Fam constantly fearful.” 


26. Al-Khasibi's al-Gharalah, 
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CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


<.. * ” 
15g diel Sn 
DEATH IS A TRANSITION 


FROM A CONSTRICTIVE WORLD 
TO AN EXPANSIVE WORLD 





§ faeauige Ree ite RTE: ate S ae 
coldly cob gle ful 5h os hie YG oat lt, ga Soh 
138 Lh by Hhiy we Jes Cas Uh; Sus 





The scholars have said: 
“Death is not fa transition to] pure nothingness and neither is it sheer 
extinction. Rather, itis merely the severance of the soul's connection to 
the soul from the body, the soul no longer inhabiting it, achange of states, 
anda transfer from one abode to another.” 


35 Fae : 





a7 Bilal, Sa'd & said: 

“You were not created for extinction, Rather, you were created for eter- 
bity and everlastingnesss. However, you will be made to transition from 
one realm to another.” 
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28, Ibn al-Qisim of said: 
“Every soul occupies four abodes; each abode is superior and greater than 
the one preceding it. 

The first is the womb of the mother; that is the abode of constriction, 
restriction, worries, and three layers of darkness. 

“The second isthe life of this world, which isthe abode you have created here, 
you have became accustomed to, and whete you earn sins and good dec 

The third abode is the life in the grave (harzath). Itis more expansive 
greater than this abode, and the relationship of this abode to the previous 
abode 1s like the relationship berween the womb to this world. 

The fourth is the final abode; either Paradise or Hellfire. And each of 
these four abodes possess [physical and metaphysical] laws, systems, and 
environments that differ from the other.” 










CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


p. Amir al-Huba'ri g& reported in his marasi! with a connected 
Sola che Prophet di: 
xin ta sa believer inthe world is ikea baby in che womb of is 


“The Tees it comes out of its mother’s womb, it cries upon it 
stl the light and is suckled. Then it no longer wants to 
anal icse65 Likewise, the believer is frightened and apprehensive of 
ins former Pen he finally gocs to his Lord, he will no longer desire to 


10 
ae ene world, the same way a baby does not want to return to the 


womb of its mother. 





zp.‘Ame b. Dinar also reported in mursal form from the Prophet gi 
tht once aman died and the Messenger of Allah gh said: “This mars has 
departed from the world, So if he is among thse that pleased 
not with to return to the world the same way none of pou would like to return to the 
swab of his mother." 





36 Fy 
ail Jo at des de 





wettty seg ne ot oe ¢ 
FM Se I ot Es Ca ple: 
theo quest ay ac ice i 

SM 035 Salling GAN AS fy le 3 Bt et 
yp. Anas JB said: 
“The Messenger of Allah if said: ‘Nothing resembles the moment when the son 
of Adam leaves this world like when a baby exits from the wornb of his mother—that 
worrisome and dark place—into the relaxation of the world.” 


27 AL SeyOet mensioned that Ibn Abi Dunya recorded i¢ bur he did nor sate in which 
28 find 


2 Al SuyBq mentioned chat al-Hakim al-Tirmidht recorded ix in Nes l-usdl. 


ts 
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yt. ‘Ubadah b. al-Simit 6 said: 


“The Messenger of Allah git said: "There is no soul on the face ofthe ea 
dies that would love to return to you all [i this world) because it has 












yo. Al-Nass' recorded it (6/35) in the chapeer ‘What is hoped for in the path of Allsh 
(x20 we jal). 
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wal fy se) gob Re Sol oh: 
THE HONOUR A BELIEVER RECEIVES 
WHEN HIS SOUL IS TAKEN 
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32. Bara’ b. ‘Azib gi relates that the Prophet gf said: 
“When the believing servant is leaving the world and is heading towand; 
the hereafter, angels will descend upon him from the heavens with white 
faces as if their faces are [as bright as] the sun. With themare shrouds from: 
the shrouds of Paradise, and perfume from the perfume of Paradise, and 
they sit within cyesight. Then the Angel of Death comes and sits near hi 
head and says: 'O peaceful soul! Come out to the forgiveness of Allah and 
His pleasure.’ So it comes pouring out the way liquid flows out of a vesee 
even if your eyes see otherwise. Then, the Angel of Death takes the 

So when he has taken it out, it only remains in his hand for the b 
an eye before he places it in those heavenly shrouds and perfurne. Then a 
fragrant smell begins to emit from it that is like the most fragrant breeze 
cof musk on the face of the earth. The angels take it upwards and do nor 
ppass by a gathering of angels except they query: “Who is that pure soul” 
So they reply: ‘So-and-so, the son of so-and-so’ using the best names he 
was known by until he reaches the seven heavens. Then A 

will say: ‘Register his name in the Heavenly Register ( 
him to the earth.” So they will return his soul ta his body and two angels 
will come to hum and make him sit up and ask him: ‘Who is your Lord? 
What is your religion?” He will reply: ‘Allah is my Lord and Islam 3s 
religion.’ The angels will ask him: ‘Who is this man that was sent t0 you 
and among you?’ He will reply: ‘He er of Allah git.’ Thes 
will ask him: ‘What is your knowledge?” He will reply: ‘I read the Book 
of Allah Most High and believed in Him and was true to Him.’ Th 
caller will call out from the heavens saying: ‘My servant spoke the tr 
So spread out for him the spread of Paradise and clothe him in the raiment 
























CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


him adoor to Paradise,’ So some of the Fragrance 
ge wall come tohim, and his grave will open as far 
man with beautiful clothes and a sweet fragrance 
' 'Glad-tidings of that which will please you. 
wll come 10 yo were promised The man [the grave] will ask: 
‘This ste d2y 1 ace is bringing me great good.” The man will say: 
“ho a 7 Ngee’ The occupans of the grave wil ay: ‘Lord, sar 


and open for 
se 

ace and its perfu 
a 





tan yement. start the Judgy $0 | can reunite with my family and 
mall wealth [in Paradise 
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hn Abi al-Duny’ i reports in marfa’ form: 

an the believer is about to die and he sees what Allah has prepared for 
him, he will try to induce his soul ro exit his body [lit. vomit his soul} out 
of enthusiasm to leave the world. Itis at this point in time that he loves to 
meet Allah and Allah loves to meet him. And when a disbeliever is about 
to die and he sees what Allah has prepared for him, he tries to swallow 
bis soul {to stop it from leaving his bady] because he hates to leave this 
world. Iris at this point he dislikes to meet Allah and Allah does not like 
to meet him,” 


a 
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‘This isa portion of a longer hadith of al-Bari’, Lmam Ahmad narrated it in his Maswad 
{wab7), Aba Dawiid in his Sunon (2/540), al-Elakim in his Mustadak (1/37) and be said itis 
q theatic according to the criterion of | ‘Shaplehaym (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 
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that his father said: ara 
“T heard the Messenger of Allah git saying while he looked at the 4 

of Death who was near the bead of » man from the Ange ‘Oa f 
‘Death, be gentle with my companion becouse surely he isabeiever.""The Ane 
Death replied: ‘Be at peace and relax, and know that with every beligy, 
1am gentle." " 





35. Ka'b dh said: 
“Prophet [brahim 8 said to the Angel of Death: ‘Show me the appearance 
that you adopt to take the soul of the believer.’ So the Angel of Death 
showed him merely some of that light (nr), splendour (baha’) and beau 
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3a. Al-SuyGdi said that al-Taboranl recorded it, and both Abu Nu‘aym, and Ton Munabbit 
hhave done likewise in al-Ma nfoh 
33. Al-Suydi mentions chat Ibn Abi Dunya recorded it in Dhikr el-mavt. 
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is taken up to the heav- 
Ty brought-nigh accompany him. Then itis taken co the 
aE sen the third, then the fourth, the fifth, the sixth, then 

seeond bene “ ilit reaches the Furthest Lote Tree |-Muntaha) and 
th une ere Your servant so-and-so,” while Allah knows 

hey 85+ O81 ey ezaled document wall come to him guaranteeing his 
alaboat ta gnisbment, which Allah Most High’ word: (Nay! Most 
safety ae rae ofthe righteous shall ben the Register of Heaven (lyin). 
ar i make you kn what Flyin is? Item inscribed book, Thase who 
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sy Abu Sa'id al-Khudbet 6 said: 

“The Messenger of Allah lt said: ‘When a believer eagerly anticipates the here- 
fier and inclines away from the world, angels with faces as radiant as the sun descend 
‘fom the heavens with shrouds and fine fragrance from Paradise, and sit nearby him 
here he can see them. And when the believer's soul leaves his body, every angel 1 
the heavens and earth prays upon him.” 


sigh ol 085 
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34 Al Swyddi said: ‘Abd al-Rabim al-Arani recorded tt in Kitab l-ikhlés, 
55, Sora al- Muaffifin 18-31 
58. ALSayagi said: ‘Abu Nu'aym and tba Munabbih recorded it.” 
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ni sib GS La oye ie Se SG 

Gel dh U cos yes Aa Ee AEN ast ab Bart & ecoorded thar Abo urayra said: 

y a prophet gb said: ‘When the time of death comes to the believer, angels 
Famine conted with ots, omberris, anda fragrant flower sent. His 

ren ent come ont ike Kowa comes out of duh, wl be ai thi: 


ee Come out pleased and ples 
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38. Abu Hurayra & said 
“That the Prophet gf said: ‘When a believer's soulis taken, the Angel 
corne to hie with white sil, and his soul exits efusing a perfume that ieee ‘ 
him along one t0 another, the 
him by th mest Beautiful names he had wail they arrive with into the dn 
jice: “What is this beautiful jrggrance that jg 
{from the corth?” And every time they come to another level of heaven, 
there say the same. This will continue until the soul comes upon the sulsof 
believers. Their souls will not have any joy that is more joyous to them than my 
him. They will not rush to greet anyone the way they rush to greet him, The 
ask him “what happened co so-and-so” Then others will say: “Leave him brn 
he takes rest, Fle just came from the worries of the world (dumya).""»" 


SE I HE oA yes 





36 ofl Gis dane Geel Qr5ih: 
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ee Ste 3255 EGG 653 Sf hl Fa 
paras dg porte atalls 
south “Abbas dh said about Allah Most High's word: 

(and Liestfy by those angels who glide as if swimmning) “When the souls of 
the believers see the Angel of Death, “CS pnvetil elcome 
out to repose and comfort, and co a Lor 

swim out of the body like a diver in water out of pure joy and yearning 
for Paradise. And regarding the Quranic verse (The angels thet press forward 
‘sina race)” it indicates to the souls to ‘go forth to the ennoblemeat of 
Allah, the Exalted and Sublime.’”* 
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18 Sah Muslim (287), [4/223 Kitabal-jannak] 
39. Surab al-Nia tj 
#2 Sunbal-Nia ic 79:4 


37. Al-Saydsi mentions this sded jd, al-Nasi’y, Ibn Hibbin, al-Hakiar 
8 this wus recorded by Ahm: 7, Iba H 1. Ab Saya! said al-Jini recorded icin bis Taide, on the authority of Ibn “Abbie 


his Mustadrok, and al-Baylagi in al-Shu ob, 


as 3 
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ee eat 
JA » aves of death approaches the believer, five hundred angels 
“when OF be is sul. They take him o the lowest heaven where the 

*Fthe behevers who have already passed away meet him; they seek 
of gr The angels will ay: ‘Go easy on him because he justeame 
aes OM distress” Later on, they will seek news from him uncil a man 








41. Ubaydullah b. ‘Amr g&. said: 
“When Allah causes a servant to die, He sends two angels to him; ong 





. 
bearing loch fom Paradise, and the other fragrance fom Panadie,ant (J bout hiebrother and his wife [whoa sil slive}. The newly-ar- 
cheysay:"O peaceful soul, come out to relaxation and sweet fragrance, aaeool will eply: ‘They areas you lefe chem,”"* 

i 





toa Lord who is not angry. Come out, because what you have se: 
blessed.’ Then, it will come out effusing the most fragrant smelling mu 
anyone hasever smelt with their nose. And on the sides of the heavens ar 
angels that say: ‘Glory beto Allah! Today, 2 pure soul has come to.us fron 
the earth.” He will nor pass any gate of Paradise except it will open for him 
not any angel except it will pray for him. He will be taken around un 
he will come to his Kind Lord. Then, the angels will prostrate (sajdah 
‘Allah. Then they will say; ‘Our Lord! This is Your servant so-and-so, We 
took his life while You know best about him.’ Allah will say: ‘Command 
him to prostrate’ and his soul wall prostrate. Then. Angel Mika’ x2 will be 
summoned and it will be declared : ‘Place this soul with the most precic 
of believers until I question you about him on the Day of Judgment.’ So 
his grave is ordered to expand for him seventy* [units] horizontally a 
vertically, and silk is spread for him. 1f he had memorized anything from 
the Quran, it Jumimate him. Otherwise, a brilliant light will be 
made for him as bright as the sun. Then a door of Paradise will open for 
him and he shall see his place in Paradise every morning and evening,”* 
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43. Abi Misi alAsh’ari gh said: 
“The soul of the believer exits the body while itis more fragrant than musk. 
Then the angels who take his soul will ascend with it, and other angels in the 
heavens meet them and ask: Who is this with you?’ They reply; so-and-so" 
and mention him by the best of his deeds. They say: ‘May Allah give you 
le and those with you.’ Then the gates of Paradise are opened for him. 





ip In Anbic, the number seventy is often used to indicate vastness. This corresponds ic 
the way people say in English, “I told you a million tumes.” 

43. Al-SuyQit sald: ‘Hamad b, al-Sara recocded atin Kietbal-zwhud, and al-Tabarinin 
al-Kahi, 


geen ‘Salld b. Mansi recorded iin his Suman and Ibn Abi Dunya 
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‘They ascend with him through the same door that his deeds used 
and so his face wall become illuminated. He will go to the Lord 
face is as bright as the sun." 
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44. Al-Dahbak j& said chat Allah’s words Cand the leg will be boun 
other leg) (Qiydmah 75:29) mean that while people prepare the body of 
deceased, the angels prepare his soul." 
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45. Abi Hurayra gh said: 

“A believer will not die except that he will see glad-tidings. Wh 
soul is being taken he will call our—and there is n: 
neither a small creature nor a big one, except that 

‘other than the two accountable beings; the yinn and mankind—he will: 
‘out saying, “Hasten me to the Most Merciful of those who show mere 
So when he is placed upon his bier he exclaims: “How slow are you 
walking?!" And when he is placed in the grave, he will sit up and see hispl 

in Paradise (Jannah) and what Allah has prepared for him. Then his grave w 

be illed with tranquility and sweet-smelling fragrance and musk. He wi 

“O Lord, send me ahead [into the hereafter].” It will be said to him: 

have brothers and sisters that have not caught up to you; rest in peace. 


45. Abu Dawitd and al-Tyalisi recorded it in al-Musnad, and Ibn Abi Shaybah in al-Mussn- 
naj (13/384), al-Bayhagi in al-Shu ab, and Abu Nw’ apm in al-Hilya (1/263). 

45. Tefir lon Kathir (3/451) 

47. fbn Abi Shaybah in ef-Musannaf{(1 3/148), and al-Hindi eransmitted it in a!-Kanz(8! 
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gil a Si bab * 
f as ro 
58 bye 
wid: 
6 payee oof Allah gt said to ‘Aisha h: ‘When a believer sees the 
~The Meer im: ‘Should we return you othe world?” He will remark: 
a ree “fons and sorrow Send me forward to Alls Mos: High "# 
J 
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pal Ley 
ap NbHasan b. “Alt said: 
‘The soal of the believer will be removed [from his body] effusing a 
famed fragrance.” Thea he a recited: (And if the deceased was of those 
Cale near to Allah, then [for him: is] comfort, perfumed fragrance, and a Garden 
plane.) (Wagiah 56:89) 
1S Gig HE SUS a 55 2885 535 
Soil o5ll Be Oe gti beans og S55 533 
44. Qatadah gh commenting on the selfsame Quranic verse: 
( tranquility and perfumed fragrance...) said it means that: “Tranquility and 
perfumed fragrance meet the believer at the time of death.”* 
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44. Al Suyéq said chat Ibn Jari and Ibu Mundbur both recorded 1t in their Tafsirs. 
48. Trfie Tim Kathir (4/300), and {bn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hitim recorded 1. 
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49. Bakr b. “Ubaydullah & said: 

“When the Angel of Death orders the soul of the believer to b 

he comes with a fragrant scent from Paradise and it is said to hing, a : 
° ej 


his soul in it," | 
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0. Abu ‘Imran al-JGni g& said: ‘ 
Teis has reached us that when death approaches a believer, a fragrant bou. ° 
quet of flowers is brought co him from Paradise and his soul is pliet 
within it."* 

i 





1 
lose to Allah (al-mugarratin) leave the world 
a sweet-smelling plant (ghasan) is brought from the fragrances of 
Paradise. He then smells it and his soul is taken.” i 








id: Ibn Abi Dunya recorded it in Dhikr al-mawt. 


said Ibn Abi Dunya recorded it in Dhibral-nast 
and bn Abi Hatin. 
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52, thn Kathir (4/300), and Al-$1y 
53, Ibn Jarir recorded icin his Ts 
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“salmin 52d: 
Ee Ne e first glad-tiding given to a believer in 
ie at obtaining the pleasure of Allah and 
ee You have sent forth the best ching to send forth [i.e, good works). Allah 


as frgiven the ones who hastened you to your grave, those who were present at your 
a) were sincere, and the supplications (du'ds) of everyone who sought 


“og ss for you were accepted. 
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‘4. Aba Mas'ad said: 

“hen Allah intends to take the soul of a believer, He reveals to the 

‘Angel of Death: ‘Convey greetings (slams) to him from Me.’ So when 

the Angel of Death comes to take his soul, he kindly says to him; ‘Your 

Lord conveys to you His greetings (salams)."” 
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44 Al-Suyaql aid Ibn Munabbib recorded ie but perhaps he meant Ibn Mandith. 
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55. Muhammad al-Qurazt said: 
“When the soul of the believer is about to leave his body, 
Death comes and says: “Peace be upon you, O Saint of Ally 
veys to you His greetings (saldms).” Then the narrator recite, 





+ (The ones whom the angels take in death, being good and pure  Quraye 


vel 
“Peace be upon you.”) (Nahl 16; 3 the ang, 


will sy, 











56. Mujahid gh said: 
“The believer is rruly given glad 
his death to give peace to his sor 


idings of the piety of his children fy 
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57. Dabhak said that Allah Most High's words: 


or ther are good tidings in the worldly life and ir the Hereafter) (Yinus ro) 
mean that he knows where he will end up [in the hereafter] before he diy 





438. Mujahid 8 said about Allah Most High's words: 

I; ‘Our Lords Allah’ and then remained steadfast—the ene 
vey but receive gld-tiding | 
the time | 











yybah recorded in 
Bayhagi recorded it in Shu ab 
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id said about this ayat: 
ay "Det fer (rH iar), or ree fone the pas), and 
sre gled-tidings of the Garden that you are promised } (Fussilat 41:30) that 
ee pe eme of death, .e. not fea about what you have sent 
ioe pereater, and do not grieve about what you lft behind 
fort oe JO oe dy affairs including your children, your family, and 


our wor! 


(in) because Allab will certainly lenve behind good for you 


(te anges wil 
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“atthe time of death it will be said to the believer: ‘Fear not because of 
whit you have put forward,’ and his fear will disappear. And ic will be said: 
‘Do aot prieve over the world nor your family, and receive glad 

of Paradise’ and his fear will go away. And it will be said: ‘Do not sorrow 
over the world,’ and Allal ji 








59 Ibn Abi Fla it~ see Tafiir 
oo tim recorded it Tafsir thn Kathir (4/98). 
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61. Al-Hasan i was asked about Allah Most High’s words: 


Otranguil soul, return to your Lord, well-pleased and pleasing to Him) (By 
a 


28) and he sid: “When Allah intends to take the soul of His bo 
servant, He causes him to be at peace with Allah Most High, and aoe 
also well pleased with him.”* _ 








sept as 
Glee Cane de 








ne 


ib Gta 2.55 Bp sh Ob 68 5 Cis gS 


Theard Abi Sa'id and al-Hasan b. ‘Ali the preacher (waz) saying: “ 
Muhammad b. al-Flasan the preacher saying, ‘I heard my father saying 
“I saw in some of the Books of Allah Most High that Allah causes 











words ‘Bismilflah al-Rahman al-Rahim’ to be seen on the Angel of Death’ | 





palm written with ‘Then He orders the Angel of Death to open 
his palm toward the Gnostic (‘Ari bllah) at the time of his death to show 
him that writing. When the soul of dhe Pious Wise Man sees it, te fles 
towards it faster than the blink of an eye [out of love for the hereafter and 
meeting Allah]."” 











61. Al-Suyfiqi said in Shark l-s 





ar: “Ibn Abi Hlatim recorded it.” 
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CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


: said in a marfi’ report: 
4 tbe ee hie the Angel of Death to take the souls of those who 


“ ng the sinners of my Ummah,” He says: “Give 
wast the He oat will enter Paradise after spending a certain 
fem gad BEI ive. They will only be imprisoned in the Hellfire 
of me pe misdeeds that they performed, because Allah Most 

i 


ee Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 
High is 





© Daylanss Musnadal-fideus and his zon did not provide a chain of natration 


RE) 
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ees nee aS 
seh) * welsh to33 \ 
PAST-SOULS MEET THE DECEASED WHEN 


HIS SOUL EXITS HIS BODY, GATHER AROUND, 
HIM AND ASK HIM QUESTIONS 
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64. Abu Ayyib al-Ansari @& said: | 
“The Messenger of Allah gfh said: ‘When the soul of the believer is seized, te | 
sercifel souls amongst the [deceased] servants of Allah Mest High meet himijustlite ' 
someone with good news [happily] meets another from the people ofthe world. They | 
say, ‘Give your friend some time to relax because he just came from a severe disses.’ { 
Then they ask him: ‘What did so-and-so do, and did so-and-so get married?” ; 








contains Maslamah b. 
sn Abi al-Dunya reco 
the authority of Abu Raham, on tej 











authority of Abu Ayub in maui form. 


(CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 





aidina marfit report: 

to a believer and he sces what he sees, he loves for 
and Allah loves to meet him. The soul of the 
sand the souls of the past-believers come to 
hhe people they knew in the world." 


oy, ab0 Hussy? 
“ death comes 
a to leave his body 
Per ascends to the heavens 
nandask him for any news about # 


5B 4 383 
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66,'Abdullah b. “Amr & said: 

“The Messenger of Allah @B said: ‘The souls of two [deceased] believers sill 
neat eac othe from the distance of a day's travel, even though they will have never 
even seen eachother before."”®! 
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nat recorded with an authentic chain of narration.’ 
lami al-seghir (2274), and he was impugned with weakness. 
hmad also narrates this report.” 
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67. Ibn Labibah ¢h said: 
“When Bisharb.al-Bara’ b. Ma'mér gb died, his mother. 
She ake © Messenger of Allah db, death doesnot sop eno 
from the Banu Salamah family. So do the deceased reconvene adh oe 
with eachother after death] so that we can send Bishar our peers sk2 
He said: "Yes, sear by the One who comtls my sou, they cena 
with one another just a bird acquaint with one another in tretags, 4. | 
Thereafter, death would not approach anyone inthe clan ofBany sa, | 
except that Bisha's mother would come [to their deathbed} sie 
‘Oso-and-so, may peace be upon you,’ and the one dying wouldan «i! | 
upon you too. She would sy: ‘Convey my greetings (alam to Bet 





atthe 1S ty Ades at ou 
68. Sa'id b. Jubayr (fi said: ‘ 
“When someone dies, his child [who died prior to him} will receive hin 
and welcome him [after his death in the barzakb] the same way somone 
who has been absent for a long time [is received by his loved ones)” 








69. Thabit al-Banani said: 

“Tt has reached us that when a person dies, his family and relatives who died 
before him comfort him [in the barzakh]. They are overjoyed to meet him, 
he is happier to meet them than a traveller when he returns to his family.” 









Ibn Abi Dunya recorded it in Dhifer al-maut’ See Shark al-pudie|93)- | 
fbn Abi Dunya recorded it im Dhikr al-mawt.’ And Ibn Rajeb 2! | 
recorded it in Afwal aloqubsr (33). Thabit al-Bandni is among the leaders of the Followes 
(Qabi't) in knowledge, worship, and asceticism. 
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CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


te -- 
ape 
THE DECEASED RECOGNIZES 
THOSE WHO WASH HIM 
AND PREPARE HIS BODY 


Beg ht ocd 


ary 





be if 
Fane shee 


PAF J SK ES 


Abi Said al-Khudhri &. relates that: 
‘That the Prophet gi sai 


¢ deceased is certainly aware of those that wash 
“Aroad him, carry bis bir, and lower him into his grave.” 





me sap def UBS cy Aah GS5 YiSt 


1. Umar b. Dinar (said: 
“Noone passes away except that his soul 
hock fier his body and takes responsibility as to how he is being washed, 


the hands of an angel who 








pee "Ame and alti, 


In al- Du gfe eis also related in Ahmad's Masnad (3/3). 
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how he is shrouded, how people carry him, and s 
his bier: ‘Listen to the praise: 


ays 
s of people for you.""= 


ohio while he ig, 





72. Sufyin &i said: 

“A deceased is completely aware of eve! 
to the extent that he even implores th 
“wash me gently.” 


rything [happening around h 
¢ washer by the name of All 
” Sufyan added: “Iris said to him while hes on the 








upon which they wash him: ‘Listen to the praises of people for yous" 
rae a 
1 os oo & 





73. Bakr al-Muzani g§ said: 


“It has been said that the deceased rejoices when he is hastened to the 
cemetery.” 


206 oa 35 


et ‘i me al a 
74. Ayyab gy said: 


It is said: ‘One of the ways that the surviving family shows respect to the 
deceased is to hasten him to his burial plot." 





Hilya under the entry on ‘Umar b. Dini (3/347), and Ibn Raj 





bn Abi Dunys in Dhikyal-mawt and Ibn Rajab in. Aba af-gabi 
2 Duniya in Dike alma. See Sharha-sudr (gg) anton 
mentioned it in Ahwal al-qubur 
7. Ibid 
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CHAPTER ONE: DEATH 


clk ells LN 
AVENS AND THE EARTH 
ae OVER THE DECEASED 





ds cs halt 20 8 35, 





1s, Aas relates: 

Thathe Prophet gh said: “There is no human being fi.e. Muslim except that he 
ha ngs inthe heavens; one gate unto which his deeds ascend and another from 
lh hi provisions descend. So when the servant dies, both gates cry over him.” 


06 Hb GT os tue 335 
joss dass Los g lat ale W& ou 15) godt 
HONG AbITalib 5 said: 


“then the believer dies, the place on the earth where he prayed begins 


tocries over him, as well as the place where his deeds would ascend into 
theheavens,"" 








said in Sharh alu: Al-Tirmi 
i Darya recorded it in Dhileral-ma 





i, Abu Ya'a, and Ibn Abi Danyarecorded i. 
,al-Bayhagiin al-Shu ab, and Ibn Abi Haim. 
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77. Ata’ al-Khurasini fi said: 

“There is no Muslim who prostrates (sjdah) ro Allah on any peri 
the land except that it will undoubtedly bear withess for him en hen | 
of Judgment and will cry for him the day he dies.” PY 





78. [bn ‘Umar relates: H 
‘That the Prophet gf said: “When a believer dies, the grave adoms itself at hs 











under the entry on ‘ARS 2l-Khurasini. 


76. Abu Nu'aym recorded ‘ 
'al-Hakim records it and Ibn ‘Asti in his Tirkh’ 


7. Testaees In Jam al-jawim 
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THE CONSTRICTION OF THE GRAVE 
WILL BE LIGHTENED FOR THE BELIEVER, 
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79. Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib & relates: 
That ‘A'isha & said: “O Messenger of Allah gf, sit 
about the voice of Munkar and Nekir and the constr 
I feel distraught and nothing seems to help.” He 4 replied: he 

oice of Munkar and Nakir to the ears of the believers is like antimony (kohl) inte | 
eyes [i-c. cooling and mellow |. And the constriction of the grave to the be 
the hug of an exceptionally loving mother 1 her child who is complaining to here 
a headache. She very gently and tenderly mastages his head, However, O's, | 
woe be upon those who complain about Allah! How they will be squeezed in thir 
_graves! Like how a rock smashes an egg 























(CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 





Jo HE USN ah gs 55 OG 2, 
53 Bp ES ed bs 5 tae pal cf 


ggumad al-Yatinnl said: 


1; Regarding the constriction of the grave, the inher- 






* foralong period of time. Then, when her children are returned 
she hugs them like a compassionate mother whose child has been 
* om her then suddenly put in front of her. So whoever was obe- 
‘Allah, she hugs him with gentleness and mercy. But whoever 
di gbedient to Alla, she squeezes him with violence out of extreme 
Tpplessure and wrath towards him.”* 


ber 


jbsent 





7 lon Abi Dunya recorded it in Dir alsmaut. 


43 


— 


HBALING AFTER LOSS: CONSOLING THE BuREayp 
> D 
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THE EXPANSION OF THE GRAVE 
FOR THE BELIEVER H 
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81. Abii Said al-Khudri & relates that: 

“The Messenger of Allah gft said: “When a believing servant is buried, thegun 
says to him: ‘Welcome, I (marhaban wa ahlan). You were 









ins as far as his eye can see and it will open for him a door o Paradise (Jannah).”® 
' 








CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 


‘ He Fes 
SE Spends ly Ba 
THE GLAD-TIDINGS RECEIVED BY 


A BELIEVER AT THE QUESTIONING 
OF MUNKAR AND NAKIR oy 


16 LF ge ise 3g 


Gy Nada “bt ah 355 0 








ty. Qatadah ff related that Anas gh said: 
“The Messenger of Allah gt said: ‘When a servant is placed in his grave and his 
ompuions walk away from him, he undeniably hears che sounds of ther fotseps. 
Two angels come to hins, make him sit up, and they question: ‘What did you say 
dtu hi man?" As for the believer, he will answer: ‘I bear 
seman of Allah and His Messenger if.’ Then they will say; ‘Look to your seat in 
4ieHelfe; Allah has indeed substituced it for you with a seat in Paradise” and he 
wil wll se bik of them?" 











ta Ale it he 
¥ ALDARina-Jnai (133), Muslim (287) [4/sa01}, Abu Dawod in el-Sunnsh 4731), 
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EALING AFTER LOSS: CONSOLING THE BEREAVED 






84, Qatddah i said: 
“Ic was mentioned to us that a Muslim's grave will be expanded fo 
by seventy arm's lengths and foliage will grow around him.” 

The hadith of Anas 5 records similar to that with the following aaj, 
at the end, “The man will say: ‘Let me go so I can give the good ae 
my family.’ It will be said to him: ‘Stay put.” % 


hing 





Zh sec ok 


JH Boys yes 


8s. Abo Hurayra & said: 
“The Messenger of Allah gf said: ‘When a believer is buried, two black and 
blue coloured angels come to him; one of them is called Munkir and 
They will say to him: ‘What did you say about this man?” He wil 
Allah's seevant and His Messenger. 





Lengths by seventy arm's lengths. Then i 
‘Let me return to my farnily so Ecan inform them.” They will say: ‘Steep the sep 
of a newly-wed that does noi awaken except to the most beloved person to him,’ onl 
Allah Most High will resurrect him from that resting place.” 
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BD 


86, Aba Hurayra & said: 
“The Messenger of Allah gf said: ‘I swear by the One 
ee eds tee gene be cea Se Thatta 
when they turn away from him. If ke was a believer, his salih will ope iy 
his zakat to his right, his fasting 0 his lef, and his good deeds, kings "* 
excellence he showed towards people will ome this feet. The Angels. ne and, 
will approach him from the side of his head but his salah will say: "You ct ™™% 
from my side.’ The Angels of Punishment will approach him frm his gan 
his zakat will say: “You cannot enter from my side.’ The Angels if Pasi 1 Side by 
approach him fom his lft side bat bis fasting will say: “You carmat ene et 
side,’ The Angels of Punishment will approach him from the side of his fies » 
‘good deeds, kindness, and excellence to people will say: “You cannot enter i 
side,’ I: will be said to him: ‘Sit up,’ and he oy 
appear for hina and it wil be approaching the time of suns 
Te will be said to hirn: ‘Inform us about what we ask from you!’ He will ay 
tne pray." They will ely: "You are buy ight now; tellus ubout what west 
He will say: ‘What are you asking me about?” It will be said to him: ‘Whar des 
say about this man who was amongst you?" He will respond: ‘Tbear wines, 
is the Messenger of Allah git who came to us with dear proofs from our Lord, 
believed in him and followed him.’ It will be said: ‘You did believe ins 
uupen this, died upon it, and upon it you will be resurrected, A ange 
those who are safe.’ Then his grave will be expanded for him as far as his eysca 
see. It will be said: ‘Open for hint a door to the Hellfire,’ then it will be apenel 
him and said: ‘This was going to be your place had you disobeyed Allah,’ Hew 
‘become elated and ecstatic. It willbe said: 'Open for him a door to Paradise,’ adi 
will be opened. It willbe said: “This is your place that Allah has prepared jor yx’ 
Then he will rejoice and become joyful. Then his body will return to its org 
state of day. His soul wil be placed in a pure soul which i green bird tha pede 
in the trees of Paradise." 






























83. Imam al-Tirmidhi said the hadith is sound and uncommon (basan, gharib) (4/53) a8 
Ibn Hibbin (78). 

‘Tabatani in al-Awsat and he deemed the chain of narration to be sound in Mime 
al-zawi'id. More than one individual has narrated it on the authority of Muhammadh 
“Amr such as al-Hl4kim in al-Musiadrak, on the authority of Sa'id b. ‘Amir (1/379) 
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(said: “When a deceased person is lowered into the 

i geincere good deeds come ro himandrrelieve his oneliness. When 
esa Punishment come to him from the direction of his head, 
il ‘of the Qur'an comes to his rescue. And when the Angels 
sfpanihment come to him from the direction of his feet, his night vigil 
Gina) comes to bis rescue. And when the Angel: of Punishinent 
biti jim fiom the direction of his hands, his hands wil say: T swear to 
Mla. we ved t stretch forth in supplication (dua) and spend in charity. 
Thereisno way for you to get him,” And when the Angels of Punishment 
‘onet him from the direction of his mouth, his remembrance of Allah 
ii) and his fasting (siyam) will come to his rescue. The same for his 
tlh bis patience, and his noble qualities. They will say: ‘Whenever he 
experienced adversity, challenge, we accompanied him,’ and his good 
deeds will vigorously defend him just as a man defends his brother, his 
fiend, his wife, and his child. At that point it will be said co him: ‘Sleep; 
may Allah bless your resting place, because what a blessed state is your 
state and what blessed company is your company!"”5 


Aba Hlurayra 
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45, Ibo Abi al-Dunya in Dhikr alo 
Ras bua ead (4), kr al-mawt in mawgif form, from Abu Hurayra if. See Tbn 


4a 


HEALING AFTER LOSS: CONSOLING THE BEREAVep 


SEINE GG OS pied pt est als 
Jil dis stat a we id il Opty gst 


bad hey Et ohog ibe US Je 35 25 Binion 
airs 


88. Asma’ th relaces thar: 


The Prophet fi said: “When a human being enters his grave, ifhe was 
his salah and his fasting surround him. The Angel of Punishment witf 
hint from the direction of his salah and it 
ill repel him. Angels 
and he will sit up, and they will question him: ‘What do you say abou 





He will say: 
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will be resurrected” 
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ger of Allah fi.’ They will ask: ‘How do you know him? Did you ng 
i he is the Mesenger of Allah fT | 
: You ved upon that, and upon that yo died, and pon ar 
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86, Imam Ahmad in Musnad Asma’, and al-Hafizal-Iraqi authenticated it inal-Maghsi 


tamale al-aifir see Ahwill al-qubir (39). 
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seit ee 


fe es tad a ge 


si'igh Bald: 
wer aie dere regarding the importance of praying funeral 
ay tbr val 0 my dear son, one day | attended a funeral (jandza). So 
pees ea tue body and lid iin ee burial plot, two people 
when they We paral plot, but only one came out, and the people began 
cated io eo fill che hole]. 1 cried: ‘O people, is « living person 
doing 2 They aid: "There no-one there” I said: Perhaps 
pared tha edd later saying to myself: ‘Twill not leave unl 
Jasna That I saw.” So [went to the grave and recited surah 
Abeer reialk cen times, and wept. I s2id, “O Lord, reveal to me 
vaSioand 1h fear for my sanity and my religion.’ Then the grave 
2 a eon emerged from within... he then turned and Hed. 
SE et swear by your God, stop for me so T can talk to 
vc dgd not :uen towards me, So I repeated myself a second time 
‘Then he turned vo me and asked: ‘Are you Nast a-Sa'igh?” 
ae os [He asked: "You don' recognize me?” Ireplied: No." He said: 





‘Jaman angel from the Angels of Mercy, we are assigned to Sunni Muslims 
(Ail al-Sunnah) when they are placed in their graves, we descend until 
Feisapre fer with the answer [to the questioning of the angels], and 


be vanished.” 





sp Shagigal-Balkhi said: 
Wesoughs toilluminate our grave and found it in night vigil (salah al-layl). 
Wesought to answer Munkir and Nakir correctly and found 
tion ofthe Qur'an, We sought to safely cross the Bridge 


itinfasing and giving charity, We sought i 
siatben ving chart. We sought shad onthe Day of Reckoning 








tions that al-Hafiz Abu al-Qasim al-Lalaka't recorded it in al-Swnna. 


a 
cf 
ALYAiYs Rew af-Rayyihin (Sharh al-sudai). 
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91. Ibn ‘Umar & said: 
The Messenger of Allah i said: “There is no male ot female Musi 
on the night of Jun ah, or the day of Jumu ah, except that he willbe waved 
ponishinen of he grave, the eral of the grave, and he will meet Ash wah 
reckoning aginst him. He wil come on the Day of Judgment and wit kg cid 
martyrs who testify for him or he will be decorated like a martyr.” ht 
Undoubtedly, ahadith and corroborative text of scholars have becorty 
showing that there will be various groups of people who willbe cng 
from the questioning including the martyrs, the ever-truthfial, those uy 
guarded the Islamic frontier, the obedient, and pre-pubescen cillen 
according to the most relied upon opinion. 





a5. Al-SuyOe sald: a-Timidt recorded it and deemed itsound, and -Bayhaseort 
it as well (Sharh al-sudir) 
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THE PAIN OF THE BELIEVER. 
IN HIS GRAVE 


J6 42 oly 
sii leg ale ar fe at d,25 4 


% 


ey fl ay be 1355 





oy 


lg 


“2 4 
SE ests 


oes 


Git aes fone G Ob 
¢ 1 oe ey 5 tee eedte 
ih yl wt Boj j tat cls 
gala ‘Umar & said: 
“The Mesenger of Allah jh said: ‘The grave is a garden from the gardens of 
Parulise ora pit from the pits of Hell." 
tmmal-Tirmidhi recorded similar to that with the hadith of Abi Sa'id 
abKhudhei & 
Imam al-Tabarni recorded similar to it in his al-Awsat with the hadith 
of Abi Hurayra J. 


08 522 gf eo) 
Boye bg 38 fen 5 gles ale Sn Jo a dts 06 


oA hit dae 5 





tba Abi slDunya in Dir al-mawt. 
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93, Ibn “Umar & said: 
“The Messenger of Allah gf said: “Ifa man des na place oth 
rl 


‘rth, a place will open for him fin his grave] from his place Eine the, 
“theple 








4 
o4-lbn Mas'tid hy said: ny 
“The Messenger of Allah git said: “The most mercy All 

is wher he is placed in his grave," Hah Oi 





95. Imam al-Daylamt a recorded 
“A man's grave will expand for him commensurate to the dlatancey 
. 


away from his family.” 
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The Messenger of Altah g& said: “A believer in his grave occupies a ushgunh. 
His grave expands for him seventy arm’s lengths and is illuminated fr him Hed 
night of the full moon (laylat al-badr).”™* 








sudier: “Abmad, al-Nasi'i and Ibn Majah econded ie! 
1s been deemed weak due to Yaghnam b, Salim;al Dub 


93. Ton 
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‘The most hope Allah has for a servant is 
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pee (Legis V ahs gi 
gh ibn ‘ADDIS ch said: 
The Messenger of Allah gi ssid: “Whew a scholar dies, Allah creaes a form 
rks brouledge in bs grave: ic will comfort him until the Day of Judgment.” 
‘lah vealed unto Prophet Masi #2: “Learn good and teach itto people 


because ilumminate the grave of the weacher of knowledge and his students. 
They will not experience loneliness in their resting places.” 











136 Jat ot 335 
a ee x geste a oe Bh ees os 
8 fe Ob Bh oo OT GS 35 sahg ale tn Js a ts 8 





8B ph tais Jo SN Ji an LiL 2 ash vans 25 
VAP HS A Je at gs yy eka ad 5 gh dao Bg 
x Ii 


4, Abaya said i 
‘Suya said in Shath al~sudiir: “al-Daylami recorded it in al-Firdous.” 
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The Messenger of Allah git said: “Whoever withholds his ha 

thkold the punishment ofthe grave from him.” 
One of the saints (awliya’) said: “I asked Allah ta'ala to show 
different ranks occupied by the people in the graves. So one agin 
thatthe graves had split open and I saw some people decping onke, 
some weeping, and others laughing. So Isaid: “O Lord, i you wile, 
could have afforded them all the same level of ennoblement.” Soacly 
from the dwellers of the grave proclaimed: “O so-and-so, these edn 
co the different ranks in deeds! As for the people of sundus (sk bros 
they are those who had beautiful character. As for the people of hari) 
and brocade, they are the martyrs. As for the people of fragrant periums, 
they are those who fast. As for the people who are rejoicing, they ae thee 
who loved one another for the sake of Allah. Anda for the people cjg 
they are the people known to sin.” 











4 deh ods 





96. Al-Suyati said in Shar 





Ludi: ‘Ibn Manduh recorded it.” 
97. AL-YaliTin Rawd al-Rayéhie, 
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id: ‘ bad state [in 

visi oe ad in either a good state of a 

2 vig ee ee velingof the unseen that All shows 

jis eype of Hd gs, or for admonishment, or to benefit the 

ee eee hi ff a debt, or for other 
ide good to him, or £0 pay © a debt, ely 

ee oe eee en may occur during sleep—and the majority 


Ta ohat-—oF it could occur during a wakefol state.” 








My 





the Kifayah al-mut tagid it is stated: : 
oe the ne lect related that one of the righteous said that his 
(dead) father would occasionally visit him and talk with him.” 





wna, Yohyl'b. Ma'in (said: 
“Apravedigger (haffr) said to me: ‘The strangest thing I have experienced 








in these cemet +hat I heard groaning coming froma grave like the 
groaning of an ailing person. And once, when a caller to prayer (mu'adh— 
4in) was calling the adhan, I heard a person in the grave responding to 
‘he adh" 


— 


MF Al-Soyatelates in Sharh al-udar: ‘al-LalakS' recorded in al-Sunnsh with bis chain 
abe hal 
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THE SALAH OF THE DECEASED 
IN THE GRAVE 


oh lat Lae yee et 
exh ats bd ya 85. Jat 
Guates gota 
103. Jobayr sb. said: 

“{ swear by Allah whom there is no god besides He, I laid Thibital-Banay 
& down to rest in his grave and accompanying me was Humayd al-Taud 
‘When we completed laying the bricks [for the structure on top of hing 
some bricks fell and we could see him performing salah in his grave. [What 
amazing is that] he used to say during his lifetime, " 

to permit anyone from Your creation to perform 5 
permit me.” And far be it from Allah to reject his du 














Fp Abs Nu'aym recorded in al-Hilya under the entry of Thabit al-Banini ard Tb a 
Abul al-qubir (50). 
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Pe Bib pe 
pp dade 
HERECITATION OF THE QUR ‘AN 
BY THE DECEASED IN THE GRAVE 





ep sally sphng ole i Jo an 345 

toy Ibn ‘Abbas ch said: 

“Our of the Companions (Sahaha) of the Prophet g& was sitting on 
rave, Suddenly, he heard a man 

he completed the surah. So he 

|. The Messenger of Allah 48 said: 


‘vst Preventer(al-Mani ah) and itis the Rescuer (Munjiyyah) which rescues 
in fom he punishment ofthe grave?” 





Jo ays be Seal 
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di Jo ait J 
Heigl ad oI Sighs Than 


Wi te 2a! att Pisa ee ag thie : 
oil OS yh EE ang Yale ts 385 Be Ja 


255 Saalt gb 1h 


te 8 


Gs SWS IS Hi ass 





106. Talha b. "Ubaydullah & said: 


““[set out to bury my wealth in the forest, but nightfil came upon 
I took refuge at the grave of “Abd al-Malik b. ‘Amr b. Hari andthe 
the recitation of the Qur'an coming from the grave. I have never bes} 





then suspends them in the middle of Paradise? When night approaches, thi 
‘are returned unto them and this does not cease until the sun rises. When thesuere 
their souls are returned to their previous places. 


Tots Al Say sid in Shr l-gdar:'Tbn Mandi recorded it and aban 
with a weak chain.” 
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CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 

bd al-Samad al-Mahdi g& said: 

ned co walk by a particular fortress before che time of 
“when we would pass by the enclosure 
Banani, we heard the recitation of the 


imb. ‘Al 





su GS 





ar) oe 
va Tos Cet So 


‘yrimah gh said: 
ot Timah tb othe believer [in his grave] from which 


“peopy of che Qa sn wT COME 
he wil read.” 







va big Citta tee a ge tg 8 
wo. ‘Asimal-Sagatt & said: 

“Weduga grave in the town of Balkh and we [accidentally] penetrated an 
adacent grave. To our surprise, we saw a Shaykh in the grave facing the 


{ila wearing agreen lower garment. Hie had green foliage all around him, 
andin his lap was a copy of the Qur'an from which he was reading." 








SEE Nae BBN Sob at es 
oa 


Hs hj ob hd gy das 





vy of Ibn ABI 


1g. AL Suyait said i 
D4. Al-Suyiii said in Short Manduh recorded it.” 
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sus MI 96 least le tear 
est EU ness Se is 
yo. Abd al-Nadr al-Naysabari @, che pious and ser 7 





Polo gre 


“L was digging 4 grave and [accidentally] penetrated th "eae, 
grave and looked inside it, To my surprise, I saw 4 ae walle 
beautiful clothes, a handsome Face, and a pleasant smh tt ned 





ged (mutarab an). He hada book in his ap with the mos« jor® 
Thad ever seen and he was reciting the Qur'an, Jost eet 
to me and said: “Has the Day of Judgment commencedy 
So he replied “Put the brick back in its place.’ So put itbach, 











inity Places 


BAAN ab be 3 ps th 








5h ae B gabe be Wile CAE oes 
aalG as bys ts 
spell f Site En BUS 55515 SS gts ig yb 
ee eee 
Al-Suhayli gi related in Dald’ilal-nabuwwah (The Proof 
hood) that: tof Peps 
“One of the Companions & dug a grave in a certain place andas 
ture opened up into an adjacent grave. Suddenly he saw a peri onset 
holding a copy of the Qur'an from which he was reading. In frontoig 
was a luscious green garden, and all of this was occurring nea the nowy 
of 'Uhud, He was known to be among the martyrs because a woundenid 
be seen on his face.” Ibn Hibbin relaced this in his tafsir. 


Nigh 5p Beg atl, uss 11388 Lys 





6 LUN Gads UF eget 
weal yy chin y pl dl 


1355 fd Si 


Sibel aye fi alt jay 3 ale 


ey ry 


Sia eal J ois 





105, Ibid 
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ted in che book Rawdat al-rayyahin that one of the 

cot 

yafit BO 

wr us 8 ed him in the niche of the 
pecous rshipful man and placed hi n ‘ 

ee ng iP rics for his grave, a brick of an adjacent 

ie Wile wa peeedinside and surprisingly sa" a Shaykh sitting 

ec 0 S01 patched whic atment. In hs ap was copy of 

Boon eae i writen in gold, and he was reciting from it 

fhe Que a ee evards me and asked: “Has the Day of Judgment 

SReeeurn the brick to its place. May Allah 


iI-being,” Se I pu it back.” 


his head up * 
plied: No.’ He said: 


pagent you we 





ua, Yat alo said: 

*Werelated from a gravedigger who was also thiga, ot an Islamically reli- 
‘be penon, that he had dug a grave and saw a man sitting up on a bed 
‘iba copy of the Qur'an in his bands, from which he was reciting, and 
beneath him was a river. The gravedigger fell unconscious. When he was 
{nally taken out of the grave, he kept going around to everyone telling 
them about the incident and could not control himself because of what he 
saw. He did not not come to his senses until after three days had lapsed.” 
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ia tha oie 
BS TACs 
THE ANGELS TEACH THE : ‘ 
TO THE BELIEVER IN Tals oa 





ing. Abu Sa'idal-Khudhst said: 
“The Messenger of Allah jf said: ‘Whoever atten fi 

c pts to fs 
bard hebie Nevialocs its cntetcaten, sheng llamo 
to im tn bis grave ond he wil meet Allah having memor 





Bj Oe an tale dass pli Ts J 


& 


“Adiyah al-'Awft said: 
“It has reached me that when a believing servant who did not katt 
Book of Allah meets Allah ta‘dla, Allah ta'afa will [depute an ange!‘ 4 


i?” 











wimi (1/818) and al-Daylae’s Musnad l-firdous 
i al-Donya recorded “hn Manish tab 
ts chain of narration has some problemaci 











CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 


fateh we Ty Ou 6 gf & 





ena believing servant dies who did not memo- 
Allah orders His Guardian Angels toteach him the Qur'an 
| Allah tala will resurrect him on the Day of Judgment 


‘of the Qur'an (ahluhu)."™* 


ruethe Qur'an, 
in his grave unt 
‘wth che people 








6, Yazid al-Rigashi x8 said: 

veached me that when a believer dies and a part of the Qur'an 
emains that he has not yet memorized, Allah will send angels to him to 
have hits memorize that which he did not memorize until Allah resurrects 
tim from his grave." 





108. Tho Abi al- i 
wo, yet Dunya recorded tin Dhiteal-mawt 


6s 
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HEALING AFTER LOSS! CONSOLING THs 5 
BRE Ay 
et 


Ad olhys 
THE GARMENT OF A BELy 
IN HIS GRAVE EYER 


ia ij) Gyles uy ages gosh ies 
17. ‘Ubbid b. Bishr & s: 
“When Aba Bakr i& was dying, he said to “Aisha €: “Wash thee 
garments and shroud me with them, because truly, Aba Bakrince 
to have only one of two options: either he is going to weartheget 


garments ot he is going to wear the worst of 
which of the two is brought by the ange 


ps a GF Io Slais U6 Bh gy 











358 i ay GH Glkedty agi oly Ae uh BS 





AB sides Be 


gual abs 








110. In Sharh al-gudiir the name recorded is Ubadah b. Nasi al-Kindi i, waz! 
Al-Suyiti mentioned that ‘Abdullah b. Abmad b. Eanbal reco 
al-zuhud. 
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CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 


“proud, because if 1am deemed good by Allah, then 
ope gam ith something better than it. However if am in 
se wil substin He will strip me of my clothing and will hasten my 
sth one ie frugal in my burial, because if 1 am deemed good with 
signing: ANC ll be expanded as far as the eye can see. However, if I 


AB Fe don, ie will constrict upon me s rightly tht my ribs 
in 2001 


vihovep- 





ssp Be OG Gi he an (g55 HL 525 


jy sdeted potas tpl tO gS Ns oak GLA 
Hudhayfa fs said at che time of his death: 

aes wo garments forme i.e. upper and lower] and you would have 

{ulfiled your responsibility, because if your companion is met with good 


{in the hereaft ‘hen I will be clothed with better than it. Otherwise, 
i will be swiftly stripped of it. 









G 


Ge ts fe dal 





a0. Hudhayfa g& said at the time of his death: 
"urchase two [simple] white garments for me, for they will remain on 


me but fora short time until they will be exchanged for either garments 
bener than them or worse.”"™ 





tbo Abial-Dunya in Dhikr al-mawt, 
iid b, Mansit recorded it in his Sunan, Ibn Abi Shaybah in his af- Mussrmaf, and Ibn 
|-Hakim in al-Mustadrak and Abu Nu'aym recorded it 








‘Tabaqat under the entry of Hudhayfa $s, and al-Bayhaqt 
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Wifes eG 
AG sets suas GEE 
wee fe a 


tat, ‘Altyah bine ‘Abin b. Sayfi al-Ghiffrt 
Messenger of Allah git sa 
«My father solemnly informed us that his last will and tes 

should nor shroud him ina particular shir [but we did anya 
swhes senmoke tee nextlay te the-divaerweba tye 


a. 





thitag 
hes 


found the shirt in which we buried him hanging on his cloche op 
tack" 





115. In Sharh al-sudar ic is Abin, 


116. Al-Suyigi mencions that Said b. Mangir recorded it in his Swnet- 
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Banos 


1B BELIEVER 
p BEDDING OF TH 

THESS IN HIS GRAVE 
de wi SEF 
fal g 36 6h et 

‘ala’s word: 

_ Mujibid B said about Allah ta’ala’s wor 
ae oor ighteusnes will spread thei bling (of repose) for themselves) 
(Russ sor4e) refers to his grave."” 





133. Mujthid @ also said about the above ayat: 
They will level and smooth out their own, resting place. 


on 


ry of Mujahid (2/270). 





Ibn al-Mundhir recorded 


ations that Ibn Abi al-Dunya recorded in Kitab al-gubir and al-Bayhagy 
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(CHAPT! 
Kwesi quite bo Se 
5s EI 3 WS Oo 
i Bi aie ti eptiiy 3 ER ee 
oh gal pee di at CP) gv 9 
said after his referencing: 
P ict the statement of Abi Bakr 
only temporary (mahillah) and nice to look 
ic uly is like that from our perspective, and itis as 
Knowledge. This is substantiated by what Allah 
Jing martyrs (shuhada’) Rather, they are alive with 
} (Al-'Imran 3:169) while we see them dripping 
“hich eventually dries up. But this is only how it appears in 
oe ue the way Allah informed us about them. 
cat ere to see thei eality (with our own eyes) just as Allab taal 
an red us then belief in the unseen (iman bil ghayS) would be xemoved 
vad che entice test of the diya is to believe in the unseen.” 











PE 5 HRW ee 
sayy? d OMS 
‘THE DECEASED VISIT 


EACH OTHER IN THE GRAVE i i robein His 


inthe Que regaed 
‘ee ord receiving provisions 








206 ME 325 
ee a ar 
1a5. Abi Qatddah g§ said: phe ale al Le oil dy25 Ub 
“The Messenger of Allah gis said: ‘When one of you takes charge of ourbus 
er's funeral arrangements, then prepare his shroud with excellence because inde ie 
deceased visit one another in their graves.?”™* 





Bie e aareue 
poe 3 0s 






ny. bir said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah sf: ‘Shroud pour deceased excellently because they 
lout with one another and visit one another in their graves." 


ye spigd ow & isig oe wet 
hess Tene by aig db ests 


U8. Ibn “Adi in the book al-Kamal related a similar hadith of Aba 
Horayra os in marfi’ form, 





120. Al-famni” al-saghir (800) and it is attributed with soundness, and 


annibuti 
ution to the fi ely, excellence refers to the shroud’s whiteness, cleanliness, its areractive colour, 


‘expemsive, duc to the hadith of 
garding those who are extravagant therein. 
fs “al-Harith b, Abu Usima recorded it in his Mumad.’ ~ see Sharh 





ya’ 
authority of Anas. Al-Shaw! 
deemed it sound and its narrators are trustworthy. 


pr nm 
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‘And Khatib [al-Baghdidi] {8 recorded in his bo. 
similar hadith of Anas 2 in marfu' form, 


ok OF histo, 
ny: (ay 





eel J 55551 
12g. Ibn Sirin gh said: 


“He used to love a beautiful shroud.” And ieis said 
cach other in their shrouds.” 


that the Adeceaes 
te 





fh saute aM UE ye tei Ste pect 8 
AFB JOIN GEL Wy 159358 Wale Bi 5 2 
130. Muhammad b. Sitin @ said: 


“Thy used to love to have a shroud that is nicely wrapped 
tons.” And he said “They visit one another in their eae 





that a oth gs hs ay 


tie ahi t 


sol SIs ga 


Sf 8g of GLa OS te 
Blas angie ly oi ps 


ough slag Bisa Saas 





isl Sas 15 LAN 5. 
ass Gian Js 


ay hb 





Fe. on Be og 


+ Gl O15 (Ub gle 








133. Ibn Abi Shaybah in al-Musannaf. 
124. Al-Salaft recorded it in al-Mashaykha al-Baghadidiyye. 
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CHAPTER TWO! THE GRAVE 


atid SUSE dream wherein he saw women 
pus wife paied 20) hem. He asked them: about her and they 
ne regarding her shroud so she is too ashamed 
Te Tine man went tthe Prophet and informed 
ne Ot Look fr a way to make amends,’ The man then 
pees ane ae snd related the incident to him. The 
ing ma sf anyone can each the deceased, { wil 

Ma ywer placed two sffton-dyed garments inthe shroud 
dan Wy fon hs wife], When night came, the widower saw the 
sr ong wit hem was his wife wearing hee alfon dyed 


meres 










Ke 


SE iad of 5 bes 


GUSSET SBT oe ey ole Oe td 25 
cee ae ee PE ee ee, Oe BY ad a 

B65 GE 108 SS 5l CASS a5 cplag gle dt Jo tI 525 

2. Qays b. Qubaysah JS said: 

‘The Messenger of Allah g& said: ‘Whoever did not believe [at the time of 

death), will not be allowed to speak.’ We was said: ‘O Messenger of Allah js, do 

the deveased speak?’ ‘Yes,’ he replied, ‘and they visit one another.” 





pl 





2d 2250 525 
8 Sig Gs te ALS gg dal ash ag ge Ca 
ODS far EZ ODL fas 

133. Sha'bi@ said: 
“When a deceated person is placed in the grave, his [previously deceased] 
fanily and children come to him and ask him about those he left behind 


‘ying: ‘How is so-and-so?" and: ‘What did so-and-so do?”™” 





10s Al Suyactsad: ‘Ibn Abi al-Dunya recorded it in the Book of dreams withan acceptable 


«hain of narration, from sal narrations of Rashid b. Sa'd, whois very trustworthy 
with aumerous mirsal 


16, Al-Suyati s2i recor 
"37. Tbn Abial-Dunya recorded it in Ki 
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134. Mujahid & said: 
“A man's stay in the grave is made easier™ by 


the 
child." * FR CoAen gy 


SI HN ge AE gh Hela bs Eats fase 
5S SEs S95 INS as pt 
L Hass Gob FOS ln 
ed ot he at 36 EN j 


Nighy Seals tt Ge pele 





G 





13. Ibn al-Qayyim @ said: 
“Souls are of two categories; blessed or punished. As forthe punished 
itis too pre-occupied [with punishment] to visit and meet other souk. 
asfor the free, unrest 

and it remembers what i 
Thus, every soul will be with souls that are 
our Prophet Muhammad he Loftiest Companion, Allsh Ald 
said: (Those will be with the ones upon whorn Allah has bestowed fred 
prophets, the steadfest affirmers of truth, the mart yes and the righeews, Andexd 
are those as companions.) This companionship is estal : 
life in the grave (barzakt), and on the Day of Judgment, and the bil 


‘A person will be with the one he loves, ' applies to all three stages- 

















128, In Sharh al-sudir, the same narration states: “A man 
piety of his children in his grave.” 

1a. ii mentions that Ibn Abi al-Dunya relates this 
130. Kitab al-Rah 
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salen db 








pasha ites oly J US , 
sid coe 


eb Sob US HS 9 peng ahs SS Hy 285 252 0555 





196. Salafi i said: 
‘According to the authentic opinion, it is established for all deceased indi- 
the soul returns to the body in the grave. The only difference 
ts duration in the body, and does the body become alive like 
itwas in the world, or is it alive without the carthly-type of life and in 
another manner that Allah wills? In truth, life being connected to the 
soul is [experiential and] common sense, not theoretical and gical. And 
this— the body becoming alive when joined with the soul as it was in the 
wo tionally conceivable, So if the Qur'an and Sunnah authenti- 
cae this, chen it shall be followed, and a preponderance of scholars have 
mentioned as much. Another proof for this is the salah of Prophet Misa 
3 inis grave. This does not suggest that his body is alive. Likewise with 
the qualities mentioned tegarding the Prophets a4 [who were gathered] 
0m the Night Journey (al-'srd)—they all refer to traits, not corporeal bod- 
les. Nor does it neces: em possessing the 
ea corporeal bod ed in the world, in terms of their 
ee or food and drink and other things which bodies require that we 
tve. Rather, their reality is completely different. As for the deceased 
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possessing knowledge and the ability to hear, th 


is established for all deceased individuals; these are geo 8S 
al-Subka i." © words 
Hh aap bahia 
i Beg le® shi 
ee eee eee menses 
Ooh be Hidde 5 UM a8 355 Sig ah 
fe gee a ae THE DECEASED RECOGNISE 


O25 WAIN BS oak y SS a Sty Ste 


THEIR VISITORS AND DERIVE 
COMFORT FROM THEIR. COMPANY 





137. Yafi's @& said: 
“The belief of orthodox Sunni Islam (Ah! al-Sunna wa aljana 
the souls of the deceased return to their bodies in their taves 
times from ‘iliyin (che Register of Heaven), or from sin (che Rep 

of Hell), whenever Allah ta‘ala wills, Especially on th of Juri 
they sit and talk with one another, and the blessed people rectve bling 
and the people of punishment receive punishment, 2s long as they arg 


in or sijjin. And in their graves, both the soul and the body stare he 
respective condition.” 


‘ 


SES RET ols hs Ge G opleg le tn Jo at bts J 








be is Hovde 
to SF 2 555 4 





18, ‘Nisha Gh said: 
“The Mesienger of Allah iit said: There is no person who visits the grave of his 


bwiherand sits near it except thatthe deceased derives comfort from him and responds 
tckim util he leaves.” 


phen ale 55 ale les Ss 4h Js 
. AbD Hurayra J said: 

hen a person 

(vith assalamu a 
‘umn salam). 





Passes the grave of someone he knows and greets him 
laikum), the deceased returns the greetings (saying walai- 








-Suyit sid in Shorhal-pudar: “thn 
OAL -gudiir: ‘Ibn Abi al-Dunya recorded it in Kitdb al-mafiiie.’ 
‘AL-Suyou sald in Sharh al-guda ‘al-Bayhaqi in al-Shu'ab.’ 


131. Sharh al-sudar (204) 
132. Al-SuyG¢i mentions that it isin al-Yafi'ts Raw al-rayyshin. 
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140 thn ‘Abd al-Barr (8 recorded the Following in his hoo 
al-tambid'; Zarirah b. "Awl Bs said: “Whoever the seo ith 


loved in che word [he will ontnue to know him inthe ‘ * 





: eal eb dug: 
b ccienia” HEL (auc. ean euece Lat ok 

ths UG AS GG RU (o ph Sy thy hi 
141. Muhammad b. Wisi’ said: 
“Icha reached me tht the deceased recognize thei vistorson 
Juma, the day before it, and the day after it.”°" Note: Tha et 
the next ostensibly suggests the cognizance of the deceaed Te! 
bat this is clarified by Ibn al-Qayyim in report dttag, one 











26 48 y 
Ss a5 25 Js ca le aba oh 8 con ay rags 
iat qua 


142. Dabhak gf said: 
“Whoever visits a grave on Saturday before the sun rises, the decand 


knows it.” He was asked: “How is that?” He replied: “Due to thebih 
rank of the day of jumu‘ah."° 





soo 


8 5 8 Sl al Ha Hi al gots ples ale wn fo ads 





pe le S55 Sg Yy ole ples 





13% " 
136. Ibn Abi al-Dunya in Kitab al-qubdr, and al-Beyhagh in Shw'ab alias. 
137. Al-Suyadi said in Sherk al-sudir; ‘Ibn Abi al-Dunya recorded itin ‘Kitab age 
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CHAPTER TWO: THE GRAVE 


iene imal “No one pases bythe grave of his believing 
the world and greets him except the deceased recognizes him 
os 


Ibn 
Ea Messenger of 
her that he esi 
sds: his greetings. 





4. Abo Hurayra gh relates in marfi' form: 

“There isno servant who passes by [the grave of] someone he knew in the 
world and gree:s him except the deceased will recognize him and return 
greeting.” 

recorded in the Forty Hadith collection of al-Ta'iyyah gi: 

is narrated that the Prophet gt said: “The deceased derives comfort 
grove when someone who loved hin in the world visits his grave.” 








tty 


EY pa tds gd Ss G Bs tag ale $55 « 






Beh al fe gchar oh oA choy ale i Jo G58 4 






9 


HEALING AFTER LOSS: CONSOLING THE pep, 
EAVED 


Ton al-Qayyim a said: 

“A comprehensive analysis of the corpus of the a/ 
reports prove that the one visiting the grave is ind, 
deceased, the deceased des hear his greeting, derives yee 
returns hs greting, This is common knowledge reperder™ hay 
and other people because this isnot restricted to agers ayy 
_ He goes on to say: “Thats more correct than the report of " : 
(ic. report #4142) which indicates to this being restri Dab 5 


cted to a speci 
He concludes saying: “The Messenger of Allah gf bela 
thas hi 


one given to those who hear and are mindful [ie the pete 


hadith and ep, 


CHAPTER THREE: 
RESTING PLACES 





140. The supplication (do's) when entering the cemetery is: Asalému aleykum alle-4 
sia al-m'mininwa'T-Musimin. Wa inne, in sha Allah, bikum Iahiqum, Atl Abahalouve ot 
al- ofiyah (Peace be upon you, O People of the graves among the believer and Misi 
We will, God-willing, join you. | ask Allah to granc us and you well-being): 
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THE RESTING PLACE OF THE SOULS 





cut ¢ ‘ot ap sea eB ts 

EF A bh belt BOGS tis ales ale 
al ES Jas i gsi 8, 

145. Ibn Mas Gd g& said: 

“The Messenger of Allah gi said: ‘The souls of martyrs are placed nthe bg 


of green birds that roam about freely in Paradise whet 
take refuge in lanterns under the Throne of Allah.” rede, 


petites Jes ah Seo tide alg ale St fos 
bt do U gskis a ty Iss i 5h 35 
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146. Ibn ‘Abbas & relates: 

That the Prophet gt said: “When one of your friends die, Allah plas heat 
in the bodies of green birds that fly back and forth to the rivers of Paradis, et fm 
their fruits, and perch upon lanterns of gold suspended in the shade of the Thow.™ 








17: [3/130] and in al-Faih al-kabir x/ago there is an: addison ht 
ascribed to 


142. Jam’ al-jewa” (1/657) it veates that Alnad recorded it (2368 & 2389) nd So 


Be 
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“Abbi: id: 
bn’ Abbas Rei ih ssid: ‘The martyrs are on the riverbanks ofa 
“The Messe adie, in pavilions with green domes. Their provisions come 


Siam th Garden by morning and evening. ms 
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1. Ubay b. Ka’b gh said: 
<The martyrs re in domes in the Gardens of Paradise. Cows and fish come 
to them and the animals squabble with cach other [over which one will 
get the honour of being eaten by the inhabitant of Paradise]. So if the 
inhabitants of the Garden desire anything to eat, one of the two animals 
sacrifices the other animal and the inhabitants eat. They will find every 
tind of food in Paradise.”** 
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jihad, in the chapter on the virtues of martyrs (252), and al-Hakim 
id he authenticated it according to the criterion of Muslim, and 


ith soundness. Al-Mundwi ssid that 
and al-Dhahabt approved of it. 
ea Aga 8H the narrators of Aimad are trustworthy.” 
yUti said in Shark al-sudir: ‘Hannad b. al-Yusra recorded it in Kiuab al-zuhud, 


vod Tbn Abi Shaybah in ol-Ausanmaf” 
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49. Anas if relates that when Htithah gh. wat kill 
“O Messenger of Allah at, you know the outcome of 
in Paradise, | will be patient, and if he is in another sta 
dot” The Messenger of Allah gf said: There are nuns, 
Paradise and he is in the uppermost level of Paradise (frie 


led, his m, 











adhoc, ak Bard relates that: a 
pant Pa ner of Allah 3, "How wnill the deceased socialize 
Sa a ete eid "Confound you! Pare us wil en gren birds 
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151. Umm Hini & relates: 
That she asked the Messenger of Allah #% about the deceased visting ed 
other when we die, and our doing good to each other. The Messenger 
Allah 3% said: “The soul will be in the most blessed binds in the trees ef Baul) 
until the Day of Judgment begins, then every soul wil enter its body.2"" 


143, Abd al-Rdhman b. Ka'b b. Malik sf said: 

“When death was approaching Ka'b, Umm Bishar bint al-Bari’ came to 
him and said:"O Absi ‘Abd al-Rahman, if you meet so-and-so, then convey 
ary greetings tohim.’ He said to her:‘May Allah forgive you, © Umm Bishar, 
wel be to0 pre-occupied for that.” So she said: ‘Have you not heard the 
Messenger of Allah 3 saying: “The soul of the believer ies in Paradise wherever 
twill. And the soul ofthe disheliever is shackled in the Confines of Hell (sjin).” He 
telied: “OF course.’ She added: ‘So without doubt, it will be like tac." 
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ascribed ro Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybab. 
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Lasked the Prophet # about the souls of 
arc in the bodies of green birds flying in Paradise wherever they 
“O Messenger of Allah 38, how about the souls of the 

He & replied: “They are detained in the Confines of Hell ( 


the believers 





“ ae a Jevelin Paradise, contains green birds in which the souls 
ce edbclcverstseinco™ and fy around in Paradise. The souls of the 
lowes of Pharoah are in the stomachs of blackbirds and upon ire going 
fuck and forth, And the believing children are in sparrows in Paradise. 
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154. Sa'id b. al-Musayyib relates: 

That Salman al~Parisi. and ‘Abdullah b. Salim .& met and ‘onc of then 
said to the other: “If you meet your Lord before I do, then informe 
about what you encounter?” Then he asked: “But do the living meet 


Paradise; they 
go wherever they wish." 





157, Hudhay! & said:'** 
“The souls of the fol 
going back and for 


but] not attained puber- 
ty are in sparrows from the sparrows of Paradise, frolicking to and fro.”"” 









158, Al-Suyddi said; ‘al-Tabarini recorded it in the mardsif of “Amr b. Habib. é 
152. Al-Suyiitt said: i in Shu'ab af-iman, and Yoo Abi aD 
the Book of Dreams,’ 






In Sherk the name of the narrator is Hudayl. “3 
Al-Suyaei said Sharh al-sudir (234):"Hannad b. al-Yasra recorded it al-Zuhud. 
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“The souls of the believer adopt the forms o 
of the Throne, while the disbelievers are in 
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159. Abi Said al-Khudri og relates that: 
The Prophet # said: “Itraveled the Ascension Route that the sulted 
of Adam $23 will travel through [at death}. Creation will note: 
more beautiful than the Ascension that the deceased will experience when keel 
tum to the sky [at the time of death], and that will be amazing for him, Taxed 
with Angel Jibril 323 and the door of the heaven was opened for re andl 
Tsaw Adam 328 and the souls of his believing offspring were being shown thin, wl 
he said about one of them: ‘O good soul and good person! Place him in the Hear 
Register (illiyin).’ Then, the souls of his disobedient offipring were shown tshimel 
he said: ‘O foul soul and foul person! Place him in the Confines of Hell 


perience a jour 











158, In Ibm alk Mubarak's al-Zuhud and Shark al-sudor the narrators’ Umar. Ako bee 
mentions that there are seven levels of heaven and earth word (iti All aie 
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ayra relates that: 


£ Allah 3 said: of the 
ring up ther abodes in Paradise.” 


af, Abu Hut “The souls ofthe believers are in the seventh 
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16t, Wahb b, Munabbih 2 said: a 
“Tp Allah belongs 2 special abode in the seventh heaven named al-Baida 

wherein the souls of the believers gather. So when one of the people of 
the worl souls receive him and ask him about the news of the world 
the same way a family asks and seeks news from their family member who 
has been absent from them when he reunites with them.” 
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362, Ibn ‘Umar i} said: 

“He consoled his sister, Asma’, about her son ‘Abdullah b. al-Zubayr 
while his corpse was undergoing rigor mortis and becoming stiif, becom- 
ing stiff, saying ‘Grieve not because in the sight of Allah, souls are in the 
heavens and these are merely corpses."™"* 


the entry of Wahb b. Munabbib (4/23). 
Id b. Marsh recorded it in his Sunan. 
iz —s0e Sharh al-pudir(235) 
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Pat ds of Allah Most High: 
z : licared the words 0! : 
seth ot wis cma ttt 163.40 Legis ei (of men) at death: and those that die not (He takes) 
aka pe A} ode 5 BS te Ah hat oes a He has passed the decree of death He keeps ‘sii 
fe : J in sleep: tose 0 Sia 4 

1 “Abdullah.al-Zubayeelte, that 'Abbah, “Ab ae bua the rest reece isnans ie coe Reswes 
" + “Abd al. iched bridge ‘ 
hase he eler ae ratedp eo fib ani May Mellow tse hearth, The souls of the deceased are con- 
are the guardian of this soul until the Day of. ‘Judgment, and between © ae eh ving [| ‘Then they are given permission 
te a io their respective bodies to complete its portion of 

4 rolive and g° he deceased are held back and the 





; provision. Thus, the souls of d 


feng are sent forth." 
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164, Mughirah b, ‘Abd al-Rabman gf said: : 
“Salman al-Farisi & met ‘Abdullah b. Salam .& and sai 
: Pe 

dic before me, then inform me about what you encounne oy 
before you, 1 will inform you.’ ‘Abdullah asked: How wllyeod 
if you have already died?" He repli “hehe 
between che heavens and he earth until ic returas eoitebody.” 








In the book al-Firdous—although the author’s son did not provide a 
chain of narrators—is the hadith of Aba al-Darda’ # which states: 

“When a person dies, he is kept around this abode for a month, and 
around his grave for a year. Then he will be taken to the place where the 
souls of the living and the dead meet. 
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16. Said b. Masayyib f narrates that Salman al-Farist te said: 
“The souls of the believers are in the intermediary realm (barzakh) in the 


tatth; they go where they please. And the souls of the disbelievers are in 
the Confines of Hel men 
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aid b. Mansi recorded it in bis. suena 
b— see Ahwil al-qubir (196) 


163. Al-Suyidi said in Sharh al- 
Ibn Jarir al-Tabati records it in 
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Talib & said: Zam and the souls 
gest, vith Ste act 4 ack eke anh. Abi her in the well of Zam Zam a 
e605 Bn oy asl g ash a a veh oe wavy called Barhit.”"" 
: A ies 
167. Tbn al-Qayyim ff said: afrbedisbelere® Boe | doe yaa ee 
“The intermediary realm (barzak) refers toa barrie be Db 3h of BE 9 
And sisi what Salman meant by in checarte bag et Ay ses MeL shh eisst 
(dunya) and the hereafter {akhirah)."” the woe aie. Rs ue 5 AM child ae GF ose. 
Sif ht be Bee OF Ee ‘ 
sahdotlh b, ‘Aenr Gh sd: re 
pe ener ihebelievers gather ina place ealled“Arih and the souls of 
bad des Ogi te sre oe rs gather in a place called Zafirin Hadramawe. 
wile Os CS yt che polytheists ga 





168, [Imam] Malik b. Anas said: 
“Tt has reached me that the souls of the believer 
strained); they go where they please.”** 
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3. Wahb b, Munabbih said: 
“When the souls of the believers are taken, they are raised to an angel called 





169. ‘Abdullah b, ‘Amr J said: 
“The souls of the disbelievers gather in Barhit—a swamp (ot wll in 
Hadramawt, Yemen—and the souls of believers gather in jabiyah’ 





Rimydil, He is the keeper of the souls of the believers.”"” 
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194. ‘Aban b. Tha'lab a relates that a man from the authority of a man 
from the People of the Book said: 


“The angel in charge of the souls of the disbelievers is called Dizhah.”” 


and Abu Bakr al-Najjad is well known 


) 
‘im recorded it in his Musiadrek, and 





Ton Mandh in Joa OKT Said in Sharh a-gudir: ‘Thm Abi al-Dunya has recorded it” 
yn al-Qay yien's al-Rih (142) Sharh al-sudti-(238): ‘he i called Diimah’ and he said Tbe Abi al-Dunya 
“Asakir recorded it’ 
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195. Ka'b e said: 
“Al-Khidr, the Pious Servant, is upon a pulpit 
the highest sea and the lowest sea and he has vo 
Earth to listen to him and obey him, And sou 
mornings and the evenings.” 
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This concludes a collection of ahadith and Feports (athar) we ea 
about the resting place of che souls. The suremer schol (use 
commensuratetothedfferenss between these | 
are negligible), and they areas follows. 
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175. Al-Suyal said in Sharh al-sudir: 'al-‘AqIlf recorded it with a weak chain of 
via Khalid b, Ma'dan.” 
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ts and purposes, there is no disagreement on the issue that 
ve ‘absent’ from their resting places in the barzakh in the greatest 
way. And there is no contradiction between these proofs, because each 
proof has been transmitted about various categories of people according 

tod ritual] ranks." 
He continues by saying: “And for every rank of people, the soul has a 
ith che body that allows it to be addressed and receive grectings, 
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such that when a Muslim greets his [deceased] comment ‘Othe bay 
the greeting even though is soul is in that far gf ono Pang 
Heights. The only reason a misunderstanding occu ee Fgh” 
avalogy is created berween [the soul and the body, ete Men 
thats absent and someone thats present, which geod CO : 
nected to the body in such as way that if the hee 


bod; 
itis not posible forthe soal tobe in another place, cop oe 
“For instance, Prophet Muhammad 3% saw Prope, gy Pu or" 


ca - hi a 
Journey standing in prayer in his grave and save tees the Nigh 
Here, the soul was in the form of a body, * sixth heave, 


and ith 
body such that it can pray in the grave and ee RES 
08 So te 


soul returns to the body while it is in the ri 
contradiction between the two because the fee fret The 
different than that of the body. Some scholars have ike nyt “PEs 
situated inthe sky, while its rays shine om ath. The Manet Mean 
B said: Whocver sends blesings upon meat my gave, Thea oot Al 
sends blessings upon me fom a distance, it iscommpedioige 4 When 
“This, in addition to the fact that the Propher’s soul sinh 
Register (Myr) along wich che souls of the Prophets 
Highest Company (ic. with Allah). Or that other souls ne pet 
zone between the heavens andthe earth, or are imprisoned anda 
connection with their bodies such that they can comprehend hone 
and recite, Ths wll only seem strange fiom. worldly ery 
worldly laws, because cher s nothing that resembles it nthe wall 
the afi of the hereafter and the life inthe grave (bcos teh 
incomparable to matters of this world.”” 


“The upshot is that souls, whether blessed or wretched, do not allhave 
identical resting places. All of them occupy various abodes and go to their 
appropriate resting places. They have a connection with their bodiesin 


their graves, either receiving blessings or an abiding punishment, as wa 
decreed [in Allah's Foreknowle 





Heavenly 
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177. Ibn al-Qayyim's al-Rah. 
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Ibn Hajar said:"”* Pees 
oe of i hesersarchuibeticavenl Reiter ade 
soak of the dsbelievers are in the Confines of Hell (sin). Every soul 
nesphysieal connection to its body that is unlike its connection toitin 
‘he world, Rather, its connection resembles that of one sleeping, albeit a 
rmoreintense connection than that of one sleeping.” 

He said: “This reconciles between what has been transmitted about its 
resting place being in either ‘illipyin, sijjin, in a specific well of water, or 
what Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr has related froma multitude of scholars chat they 
are in the enclosure of their burial plors.” 

He adds: “With that said, the soul is permitted to move about and to 
take sanctuary in its respective abode, cither in the Heavenly Register or 
inthe Confines of Hell.” 

“When a deceased person's soul inoves from grave 
tograve, the abovementioned connection remains, and similarly, it remains 
is body parts are scattered.” 











ila tole dus 





Al Swpiti sid Sharh al-sudar (aga): ‘Ton Hajar said chis in his Fat’ 
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cluding, souls that are: 
rees of Paradise, 
the bodies of green birds, 


the bodies of starling birds, 
«in the trees of Paradise, 
forms that are made up of the rewards of their actions, 
g its corpse going back and forth, 
+ meeting the souls of those being seized, 
«in the guardianship of Angel Mika'il x2, 
hip of Prophet Adam x, 
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1.8 ment 
oe Punishment in the Grave, when he mentions the ne il 
thn Mas'id 4 about the souls of the martyrs and the hadith of tbn ‘A 

& Then he brings the hadith of al-Bukhari i narrated by al-Bara’ who 
nad:“ When theson of the Prophet Muhammad, Ibrahinn, passed away, 
the Messenger of Allah 3 said: ‘He has a wet-nurse in Paradise. 


wording ‘is resting’ (ya4e’) 
in Sharh alegudiir on che authority of al-Bayhagi. 
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Bo. Imam al-Nasafi gy 
Souls are of four types: 


1. The souls of Prophets x4 leave their bodies, and t! 
musk and camphor [i 


leave their bodia, 
ng, drinking and 
fe suspended unde, 
[who are not martyrs] dwellin he 
nor drinking nor receiving besing. 


and occupy the bodies of green bitds in Paradise cat 
receiving blessings. They take refuge in lanterns that ar 
the Throne. And the obedient souls 
outskirts of Paradise, neither eating 
However, they will enter Paradise.” 
3. The souls of the disobedient among the believers ‘occupy the space 
between the heavens and the earth in the air, 

4. As for the souls of the disbelievers, they arc in the Confinsof 
Hell, in the bellies of black birds, under the seventh earth. Their sou'site 
connected to their bodies, and are being punished while their body feet 
punishment, just as the sun is situated in the sky and its light is on earh,"™ 
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str. Ibn ‘Umar oh said: ; 7 
“The Messenger of Allah 38 said: ‘Every child is born in a state of submission 
te God (Idam). So [if he dies before puberty, ther] he will be in Paradi 





Ph cee Bese: 
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Khalid b, Ma‘dan gh said: 

In Paradise is a tree called Taba that is entirely made of udders (duri’). So 


when any infant who is being suckled dies, he will be suckled from that 


tte, and the Intimate Friend of the All-Merciful [Prophee Ibrihim $2] 
will take custody of him.” 















Ibn Abi al-Dunya recorded it in Kitdbal~'Azoe'a?” 
nd Ahwal al-qubr (137) the name is Khalid b. Malskan. 
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183. Khalid b. Ma'din said: 
“In Paradise is a tree called Taha that is entirely composed of, 
“The babics of Paradise are being nursed by it. Se if a goes a 


fom: 
miscarriage, the child will be [made to play] in a river fron, we 


rom the 
Paradise, splashing around in it until the Day of Judgment Tver of 


the child will be resurrected at the age of forty.” StS. They 





184. ‘Ubaydullah b. ‘Umar 4 said: 


“In Paradise is atree that has an udder like the udder of acow ftom whi 
the babies of Paradise will be nursed.” 
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185, AbG Hurayra gh said: 

‘The Messenger of Allah gb said: “The deceased children ofthe believers arin 
Paradise being cared for by Prophet Uorihim and his wife Sarah until dey rawn 
them to their rightful parents on the Day of Judgment.”"” 








188. AL Suyattin Shark al-sudar (233): ‘Ibm Abi 
Thm Rajab recorded in it Afuail al-qubiir we ah 
189, Al-Suyiigisaid in Sharh al-sudir(233 
190. Al-fami’al-kabir (1/343) 
don the authority of Abu Hurayra. In Sharh 
it, and Abmad, a/-Bayhagi, and Abu Dawad in al-Ba'th, 


from various routes of ¢rar 





jim recorded it in his tafir(ay4)" And 
thi ila al-nushie(t 
recorded it in Kiba 
‘Mustadrak, and al-Daplant 

ind authenticated 
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APPENDIX 
QUOTES FOR GRIEVING AND RECOVERY 


While we are mourning the loss of our friend, others are rejoicing to 
Jhind the veil. - John Taylor 

Jn ((aith) makes things possible, not easy. ~ Author Unknown 
way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else 
up.~ Mark Twain 

‘Action is the antidote to despair. — Joan Baez 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal. — Author Unknown. 
When we are no longer able to change a situation, we are challenged 
to change ourselves. — Victor Frankl 


Tum your face to the sun and the shadows will fall behind you. 
= Maori Proverb 


. If you suppress grief too much, it can redouble. — Moliere 


. Lightheartedness is God’s medicine. Everybody ought to bathe in 


it.— Author Unknown 


Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future. 
—Paul Boese 


. When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory becomes 


a treasure. — Author Unknown 


When you are sorrowful, look again in your heart, and you shall see 
that in truth you are weeping for that which has been your delight. 
—Khalil Gibran 


. We understand death for the first time when he puts his hand upon 


one whom we love. — Madame de Stael 


10S 


20. 


8 


2 


23. 


24. 
. Find a need and fill it. — Ruth Stafford Peale 


2. 


2 


27 


2 


. Only in the agony of parting do we lock j 


. The walls we build around us to keep sadness out, 


. We must embrace pain and burn it as fuel § 
or 


. The art of living lies less in eliminating 


. Tomorrow hopes we have learned somethin 


. A hug is a great gift-one size fits all 


a 


|. Men are made stronger on realization that the 
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|. Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, |, 


one can steal. ~ Unknown ove Leaves & en, 
FY to 


George Elliot into the depth, 
OF ly 


ho beeen 


We do not remember days, we remember momen 
8. 


joy. ~Jim Rohn 


Cost Pa, 


— Kenji Miyazawa OUF jot 


i 
with them. ~ Bernard M. Baruch rouble ha ong 


E brought children into this world because it need, 


only a child can bring. ~ Liz Armbruster od the ia 


John Wayne B from yesterdy, 


-and it's 
— Author Unknown § €aKY t0 exchange 


‘The human spirie is stronger than anything that 
~C.C. Scott Sear on Mpa 


Instead of counting your days, make your days count, — Author Unkacr: 


Courage is being afraid bue going on anyhow. - Dan Rather 


‘Those who do not know how to weep with their whole heat dost 
know how to laugh either. - Golda Meir 





ping hand they ed 
is at the end of their own arm. ~ Sidney J. Philip 


. He didn’ tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him doit.- 


Clarence Budington Kelland 


. Happiness is a function of accepting what is. ~ Werner Brkard 
. Some pursue happiness, others cteate it. - Author Unknown 


. For death is no more than a turning of us over from time to ete. 


— William Penn 
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ors FOR GRIEVING AND RECOVERY 
qui 


heloved todie. For love isimmottality.—Emily Dickinson 
a ie a 
_ Unter ways neat to those who are grieving, to whisper 
pee Li sree loved ones are safe in the hand of God. 
them 
: Eileen Freeman 
Hope i grief'# best mnsics Author Unknown 
. ‘Your loss is @ window into your old wounds so that you can heal 
them, ~ Author Unknown 
rhe ar of ife Lies in a constant readjustment to Our surroundings. 
~ Okakura Kukuzo 


they thar love beyond the 


world cannot be separated by it. Death 


eannot kill what never dies - William Penn. 


Goodbyes are only for thore who love with their eyes, because for 
seve who love with heart and soul, chere is no such thing as separation. 


=Moulana Rumi 
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HEALING AFTER LOSS: 
CONSOLING THE BEREAVED 


THIS SIXTEENTH CENTURY book of Prophetic Traditions and 
Reports clucidates the states and stages of the intermediary realm (a!- 
barzakh), also known as life in the grave. Its author, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, 
was Shaykh al-Islam among his contemporaries. a Hadith Master (Hafis) 
and polymath who authored works in virtually every Islamic science, 


In this lovely work of 185 reports, al-Suyuti takes the believer ona journcy 
through some of the glad-tidings and comforting reassurances given to 
surviving family members—and all Muslims, young and old alike—of 
the honour and divine care arranged by Allah for a deceased loved one 
when they pass on from this life into the next. It covers three fundamental 
stages of the afterlife, namely, death, the grave and the various resting 
places for souls, A must-have for lovers of the hereafter. 


“Imamal-Suyuti’s classical work is full of insights and lessons. | encourage 
one and all to take benefit from this translation and be inspired,” 

—YUSUE BADAT 

Mathabah Institute and Islamic Foundation of Toronto 


“This isa short but incredibly poignant work that shifts your consciousness 
into the present, inspiring you to put matters into perspective. 
Contemplating death is not necessarily meant as a morbid exercise, but 
father is an exercise in expanding your awareness about what awaits us 
beyond this realm, It is a practice, if done regularly and with focus, will 
help you to assess your direction in life and steers it towards meaning, 
purpose and vitality, This book is a great means towards that.” 

=IDRIS WATTS 
Abu Zahra Foundation, England 
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